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hem Independence of judgment is out of the question 
rn, Prin. M . 
— with a man who knows but one side of a case. 
rany cot Knowing both sides is essential to knowing one side. 
ae Stubborn obstinacy is consistent with one-sidedness ; 


sncipe but independence includes a choice between the 


ronies. aims of both sides. 
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—4 There are two ways of looking at life as its earthly 
nie thse draws near.” The gaze may be backward with 
a i tdness, or forward with hope. It may seem to the 
e St. looker that the best is in the past, or it may seem 
Rept. % that better things are in the future. It is pitiful to 
=e - one whose joy is gone never to return. It is in- 
— ete to see one whose greater joy is to come, and 
od omer =~ face is toward the glowing dawn. A friend, 
——- ting of the memories of long-gone years, says: “I 
a “ei to have what may be called the grub or chrysa- 


~agl of consciousness ; the limitations of this 
life press on me, and make me long fur the 
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time when I shall be a grub no longer, but shall en- 
joy the larger, fuller life that we believe is to follow 
this.” 


It is sometimes easier’ to resist a great temptation 
than a little one. We do not realize the lowering 
effect of a succession of trifling transgressions, and so 
we make no effort to say No to them as they confront 
us one by one. But we do realize the probable con- 
sequences of yielding to that which stands before us 
in the guise of a great power, and we the more reso- 
lutely withstand it. The Christian who could not be 
induced to entertain a proposal to indulge in a gross 
immorality for once when he is at home in the winter 
season, will go away in the summer and, inch by inch, 
give way to the trifles that may lower him more in 
the end than if he had yielded to the seemingly worse 
temptation which he found himself able to cope with. 
In some respects he is morally worse off because the 
succession has degraded him below the moral level of 
the acts themselves, by forming in him a habit,—and 
a habit is a more serious evil than an act. Persons 
sometimes wonder how great a temptation they could 
resist ; but it might be a good moral exercise to try 
how, small a one they can withstand. 


each becomes to us a vivid personality. And the 
historians place before us a grand series of characters 
in such sort that they stand out as distinct as the 
people of our every-day experience. And at the 
center stands the great epic of the gospel story, where 
heaven touches earth in literal reality and not poetic 
fancy, and great words are spoken and deeds wrought 
as nowhere else in the world’s history. There our 
skill is to know the central person above all things. 


with the thought of Christ; make him not only a 
redeemer, but a brother,—not only a Saviour, but a 
Friend.” ; 





DANGERS OF AN UPLIFT. 


If a laborer, who was at work on the sidewalk in 
front of a church, were called to ascend the lofty 
spire of that church, to assist in some repairs near 
its apex, he would realize that his new and loftier 
position greatly increased his personal perils. A 
slip or a stumble on his part that would be a little 
matter while he was on the ground level, might pfove 
fatal to him when his standing-place was two hundred 
feet above the roadway. A tourist who would give 
slight heed to dangers in a pleasant valley among 








There is a power in the body to witness for Christ. 
The eye’s clear, loyal glance may proclaim the heart’s 
devotion to its Lord. The personal presence of a 
disciple may tell that his Master’s standards are the 
rule and the aim of his life. And there are lines of 
lip and brow as convincing of trustworthiness as 
“old dints of deep wounds” in a shield, revealing 
the firm stand made against fierce enemies by the 
bearer. They who by “the show of their -counte- 
nance” testify for Christ, authentically sign their 
formal confession of his cause. But “the marks of 
Jesus” cannot be éxternally imprinted, even by a 
vision as affecting as that which St. Paul had on the 
Damascus road, or the one in which Francis of Assisi 
claimed to have received the stigmata. By a process 
we might not choose, they are branded, to use the 
Apostle’s word, from within, and so are not likely 
to be wished for nor easily won. And yet Christ’s 
follower may not, and would not, turn away from 
experiences that help the physical frame to profess 
the convictions of the soul, and enable him to honor 
the command : “ Glorify God therefore in your body.” 


Reading may be an empty form, or it may be a 
channel of solid gain to us. It is more likely to be 
the latter when we see a person behind the book, and 
feel the influence of the man in the words of the writer. 
In lyric books the person to be sought is the author. 
Such books are the distillation of choice spirits into a 
form which preserves them through the ages. So Dante, 
Milton, Spenser, Wordsworth, live for us in noble 
and imperishable verse. Other books are epic, and 
the person to be sought in them is the hero. Homer 
does not give us himself, nor-does Shakespeare in his 
plays, or Browning in his dramatic lyrics and solilo- 
quies. These give us great portraits of characters, 


is both epic and lyric. Prophets, psalmists, apos- 


tles, pour out their souls for us, until we move in 





sympathy with their joys, hopes, aspirations, and 


the mountains, would have a sense of growing danger 
with every hour of climbing toward a mountain 
summit; and his outlook from a lofty crag a thousand 
feet above the valley, would require a steadier head 
and a firmer foothold than were called for on the 
lower plane. So in every sphere of human expe- 
rience ; dangers increase with the uplift skyward. 

A man cannot be in such danger of falling when 
his feet are on the ground level, ag when his head is 
high above his fellows; and his perils grow with his 
upward progress. With every promotion in business 
or in station, there are new responsibilities and new 
opportunities of harming one’s self or one’s fellows 
by mistakes or failures in duty. Many a man at the 
head of a large mercantile or manufacturing estab- 
lishment, or an extensive financial or railroad corpo- 
ration, or in high political station, realizes the increased 
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perils of his position to such an extent that he longs 
at times to be back in an humbler place, where his 
blunders and lacks concerned only himself, or those 
in a limited sphere, instead of involving the interests 
and welfare of large numbers. Promotion has its 
attractions and its advantages, but it cannot be said 
to lift one above perils, or to diminish dangers to him 
who rises. Knowledge, wealth, station, influence, and 
power of all kinds, with all the gain that they proffer 
to any one, have special and correspondent dangers 
unknown to those who have not risen so high in the 
world. And no one of us can ever rise to such a 
mental or moral elevation that he is above weakness 
or temptation, with all their spiritual dangers. 

There is peculiar suggestiveness in the phrase 
which accompanies the Gospel record of the struggle 
‘of Jesus with the adversary of souls. “Then was 
Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil.” “Then!” When? Just 
after the heavens had been opened to his sight, and 
he had had visible tokens of God’s approval, and the 
loving voice of his Father had spoken words of com- 
mendation and cheer to him according to his need. » It 
was just after this fresh spiritual uplift that the tempter 








As Archdeacon Farrar says: “ Fill your whole soul © 
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came to Jesus with suggestions of the desirableness of 
misusing his new powers and privileges as he entered 
upon the sphere of his active Messiahship. And the 
tempter similarly avails himeelf of like possibilities of 
new wrong-doing in the spiritual uplift of every child 
of God, 

It is when we have been brought nearest to God 
in some hour of sacred communion, or in some soul- 
moving personal experience, that we are liable to be 
led away by some temptation that we should not feel 
the force of in a less fayored season. Old John New- 
ton suggests, in this line, that “ it is the man bringing 
his dividend from the bank door who has most, cause 
to dread the pilferer’s hand ;” and quaint Matthew 
Henry says similarly, “The Lord never revives his 
work but the devil revives his, and he has a spire of 
sin for every spire of grace,” There is a recognition 
of this truth in the world’s adage, “ The nearer the 
church, the further from God,” and in the familiar 
couplet : 

“ Wherever God erects a house of prayer, 
The devil always builds a chapel there.” 


Yet how loth men are to recognize this truth in its 
fulness and its force! If they are brought into better 
social and moral relations, they are likely to feel that 
they are now raised above the temptations and perils 
that beset them on the lower plane, and not to consider 
that their very uplift brings them into the realm of 
dangers which they never encountered before. They 
are inclined to forget that a good family has tempta- 
tions unknown to those on a less exalted plane ; that 
@ good community has peculiar perils growing out of 
its high position; and that a good church, where 
everybody seems ready to work zealously, and to live 
aright, exposes its members to the danger of self- 
confidence and of lofty tumbling, beyond any like 
peril in the membership of a church where the lines 
are more sharply drawn between the unworthy and 
the efficient. 

He who counts himself already above moral den- 
ger is in direst spiritual peril. When a man simply 
thanks God for his soul’s safety, he cannot please God, 
even in his prayers, like the conscious sinner who cries 
to God for help in his hour of need. 


“ When Christ across the tempest of our will 
Walketh in grandeur, saying, ‘Peace! be still!’ 
Then shall the surging cares within us cease, 

And we find peace ;— 
Yet not a peace self-satisfied, secure, 
But earnest, watchful, patient to endure ;— 
Not the ‘I thank thee’ of the Pharisee, 
But that of ‘God be merciful to me!’” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS, 


Norz.—This department has its purpose and its limitations. 
Its purpose is the giving and answering of such of the letters 
received by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to 
have, an interest to readers generally, and for which the space 
can conveniently be found, Its limitations are fixed by the 
requirements of other departments. There are times when 
ten letters which might have a place here are received, where 
one can be printed. Letters are warmly welcomed, and they 
are cordially invited, even though not all of them can be 
responded to, Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter 
either answered or read by the Editor. The signature to 
every letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwriting is 
first looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. Personal requests for aid in the selection 
or purchase of books, or other helps to study, cannot, as a rule, 
be responded to, in this department or by private letter, 


A good many of our ideas of the Bible story are based 
on the ideas that our ancestors obtained in their reading 
and their imagining, rather than on the ideas that the 
text suggests. It was a common thought in former days 
concerning the passage of the Red Sea by the Hebrews, 
that mountains were on the right and on the left of the 
fugitives, while the sea was before them and the Egyp- 
tians behind, But there is nothing of this kind to be 
inferred from the Bible text, nor is it necessary to the 
vividness of the picture of the people who saw no op- 
portunity of reaching the safe shore of the waters in their 


tators will at once drop this familiar though fancy pic- 
ture of the scene. A California reader, seeking proof in 
this matter, writes : 


In the “ Hints” of Dr, Schauffler on the “ Passage of the Red 
Sea” he says “ they saw the sea in front of them, mountains on 
either side,” and Faith Latimer says “ mountains were on two 
sides of them,” Is it a fact that mountains hemmed in the 
Israelites? Is it so stated anywhere in the Bible, or is this 
another of those assumptions you spoke of in your article on 
“The Story of the Exodus"? I haye searched for a statement 
in the Bible, but have nos been able to find it. 


If this patient Bible student should find any intima- 
tion of those mountains in the text, he will do a favor to 
many by reporting his find. 


Words may be a help to the conveying of a thought, 
and they may be a hindrance. Words are not ip them- 
selves thought#; at the best, they are only suggestions 
of thought. Much depends on the emphasis of a word. 
We may have been so accustomed to a certain emphasis 
of « word that a change in the emphasis confuses our 
mind as to the word’s meaning. Yet this very confusion 
is often a help to a clearer understanding of the thought 
involved, Here is an illustration in point, ‘ Confes- 
sion” and “ profession” are both good words in their 
time and place, and they may even be used interchange- 
ably at times; but, again, they convey very different 
ideas when applied to one’s connection with personal 
religion, “ A confession of sin” is just the opposite of 
“« profession of religion;” one of these terms would 
seem to indicate a personal lack, while the other would 
seem to claim a personal attainment or possession, A 


phasized the danger of claiming to possess that which 
in itself is meritorious, instead of acknowledging a need 
of that which is gl! essential to one who would be saved, 
This emphasis has disturbed a Pennsylvania reader, who 
writes as follows: 


I have read the article “Confession vs, Profession” with 
much interest. But I seriously doubt whether its excellent 
sermon is justified by the text, however much it may be by ex- 
perience, Whether one’s expressed relation to Christ be called 
a “ confession ” or a “ profession,” cannot, surely, be the mate- 
rial point. There are professors and professors, as there may 
be confessors and confessors ; and the confessor may embody as 
much hypocrisy as the professor,—all depends upon what is 
professed or confessed, To change the name will not change 
the thing. Howhbeit, in King James's Version we have pretty 
good authority for “ holding fast our profession,” without in- 
volving ourselves in a suspicion of ejther ignorance or hypoc- 
risy, As much also can be said concerning the use of the neuter 
when we speak of “the Spirit itself,” In these examples we 
can easily discern an explanation of the use of terms which 
offend the critics, but which use is not so careless nor irreverent 
as their criticisms seem often to imply. I have often felt a 
desire to see your critical pen exhibited at this point, 


It is true that-one who calls himself a “ confessor of 
Christ ’- may be as truly a hypocrite as one who calls 
himself a “ professor of religion;” but it is also true 
that the term “ professor of religion” is more likely to 
mislead an outside hearer than the term “confessor of 
Christ,” as to the qualifications for church-membersbip, 
Many a man has been kept out of the church by the idea 
that he must “have religion ” as a prerequisite to mem- 
bership; and many another has been induced to connect 
himself with the church by: being shown that in taking 
this step he simply confessed his need of a Saviour, and 
his personal trust in Jesus Christ as the one Saviour, 
Apart, therefore, from the question as to the meaning of 
the terms themselves, there is a decided advantage in 
the term “ confessing Christ,” over the term “ professing 
religion,” inasmuch as the latter is often a “ stumbling- 
block ” to a believer, where the former would be an en- 
couragement and an aid, If, indeed, the “ critical pen” 
of the Editor would be a help at this point to any reader, 
the following statement of the case, as given by the 
Editor on another occasion, might properly be quoted: 
“Confessing Christ is better than professing Christianity. 
Claiming Christ as a Saviour is better than claiming to 
be a Christian, A man is not saved because he is good, 
but he is saved beeause God is good. God sent Jesus 
Christ into the world to save s'naners, not to save Chris- 
tians. If a man sees that he is a sinner, and trusts Jesus 
Christ to save him, he can have assurance, of salvation ; 
but that assurance rests on the fact that the One trusted 
is a Saviour, and not on the fact that the one who trusts 
is a Christian,” It is worthy of note that the Revision 
gives “ holding fast our confession” for “ holding fast 
our profession,” at Hebrews 4: 14 and 10: 28, And, 
again, “the Spirit himself” is given for “the Spirit 
itself.” Words are not all important; but they bear 
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front. Yet it can hardly be expected that the commen- 
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PSALM LXV. 
BY THE REV. D. D. TOMPKINS McLAUGHLIN, 


“A song of thanksgiving for victory, and blessing already granteq» 
DELITEcy P 
Praise waiteth, O God, in Mt. Zion for thee, 
And to thee shal! the vow be performed ; 
All flesh shall come suppliantly bending the knee, 
When the heart by thy love has been warmed. 


Against us indignities sorely prevail ; 
Thou wilt purge our transgressions away. 
Though the Tempter our spirits may fiercely assail, 
On thy love and protection we stay. 


How blest is the man whom thou choosest, O Lord, 
And dost cause in thy temple to dwell ! 
With the good things which thou for thy people hast store, 
His sou! shall be satisfied well, 


Answer thou our requests, O thou terribly just! 
Our God, thou art mighty to save. 

Of the ends of the earth thou alone art the trust, 
And of them far away on the wave. 


Thou plantest the mountain-roots down ip the deep, 
O thou whe art girded with power ! 

Thou stillest the surges of ocean to sleep, 
The clash and the tumult of war. 


At the sight of thy wonders the nations shall quake, 
They who dwell in the ends of the earth; 

The shadows of nightfall, the blushing daybreak, 
Thou makest exultant with mirth, 


The river of God overflows all its banks, 
And its treasures conveys to all lands; 
The luxuriant corn starts up in full ranks 

Through the care of thy fostering hands. 


Ye ridges, drink deep of the bounteous rain ; 
Ye furrows, draw in your full dower; 

Earth robed in fresh verdure, and blooming again, 
Shall rejoice in the copious shower. 


Like a garland thy goodness encircles the year, 
And thy footprints in verdure are seen, 

Rugged mountains and deserts in verdure appear, 
And the hillsides are mantled in green, 


The pastures are clothed with flocks and with herds, 
And the valleys are waving with grain, 

The woodlands are yoea! with songs of the birds,— 
Join, Earth, in the jubilant strain. 


Litchfield, Conn, 





CHRISTIAN ASPIRATION, 


BY PRESIDENT ETHELBERT D, WARFIELD, LL.D. 












By the common consent of critics, Raphael's ‘ Tne 
figuration” is the greatest picture in the world, |t# 
not merely this; it is the greatest work of the gresie 
painter, the crowning glory ofa great and glorious lift, 
the final fruitage of long years of devoted labor, the per 
fect expression of genius working under the double it 
pulse of inspiration and complete self-devotion, ! 
might be this and yet not touch the height it fairl 
reaches, for it might deal with an unworthy subject 
subject falling short in dignity or in permanence of powt 
of the artist’s skill and devotion. But the subject ¥# 
not only worthy of the artist and his art, but, stretchiog 
them to their utmost tension, yet proved them lacking, 

With true inspiration the painter transcended tt 
canons of his art. Upon a single canvas he has painted 
two pictures. The one represents the summit of tt 
mountain, and upon it, smitten with fear, are stretched 
the three favored apostles, Peter and James and Jobi, 
while, rising from the earth, Jeaus and the two prophet 
of old hang suspended jn celestial glory. The Saviour® 
depicted in the fulness of his ineffable majesty, wit 
raiment shining, exceeding white as snow, 80 #5 ™ 
fuller on earth could white it; and, with the marvelo# 
power which that magic brush alone was wholly mas 
of, we see the sweetuess and the beauty of the gen 
manhood of the Son of man merged into the divi 
giory of the Son of God. Above him the heavens se? 
to open, and the ear of faith finds it not hard to hear the 
words, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Beneath the summit of the mountain, wrapped is ™ 
celestial radiance, in the heavy shadow of earthly # 
and sorrow, is portrayed a very different scene. Here # 
the demoniac boy in the throes of that horrible ins! 
which possessed him, With his despairing parent. A 
them the apostles, in helpless sympathy, are gath 
shocked and grieving groups. The thought thatis up 
their faces is regret for their own impotence, imp® 
for their Lord’s return. The motto which might 
written beneath the picture is, “Till the Master com 

The whole painting poweriully presents to the & 
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need of the Great Physician, and the divine nature 
of him who is able to heal even the most afflicted among 
men. None but the blind—the blind of eye or heart— 
can miss the lesson of this picture. 

It was painted by the artist at the very climax of his 
manhood; it was still wanting a few finishing touches 
when the attist drooped and died in the fulness of his 
youth. We can scarcely imagine that such a picture 
could have been painted in any other than a devout 
frame of mind, We think that, surely, as he drew the 
woful form of that sin-stricken boy, the need of a Saviour. 
love must have moved in the painter’s bosom ; that, as 
he traced the lineaments of that divine countenance, his 
heart must have leaped within him as he cried, “ My 
Lord and my God!” But even while he labored on 
that canvas his life was spent in the bonds of an unholy 
jove,and he drooped and died, “worn out with labor 
and with love.” 

The painter’s body, the poor tenement of clay, with 
genius forever flown, lay in state in his house, and over 
it, with colors still wet upon it, his greatest work. 
Crowds flocked to see the dead painter and his deathless 
picture. When the funeral cortege moved with the 
painter to his last resting place, the picture was borne in 
the procession. It was then carried to the Vatican, and 
exhibited to the wondering world for a season. In each 
case it awoke in the hearts of all admiration and ap- 
plause; in a few, envy and despair; in each case for the 
painter. We hear nothing of men who came to worship 
jn their wonder, to despair at their sin, on seeing the 
Saviour so marvelously portrayed. Among those in 
whom the sight awoke envy was Sebastiano del Piombo, 
apainter of a rival school. Desiring to enter into com- 
petition with the dead painter, he chose a similar sub- 
ject in the “‘ Raising of Lazarus,” and sought to produce 
awork worthy to share the wonder and. admiration of 
theeternal city. He sought and gained Michael Angelo’s 
aid, and the picture he produced was indeed great, how- 
ever much, it missed its hoped-for mark. So great was it 
that it was allowed a place beside the “ Transfiguration ” 
inthe papal palace, where priests and courtiers came to 
gape and praise. 

Thus these two great themes, both teaching the heal- 

ing ower of Jesus, his power over sickness and even 
thegnve, stood side by side in the central city of Chris- 
teodom. Surely the world came to wonder and to wor- 
thi, Surely such portrayals of the power and love of 
Jens swayed the hearts of all who looked upon them. 
Surely the spirit of Christ moved powerfully upon all 
vho came within those portals where priest and prelate 
ind pope kept the faith of the Lord. Alas! it was far 
otherwise. Men praised the painters and the pope their 
patron, They wondered at the skill, or picked a flawin 
the drawing. They pointed out the artistic handling of 
‘drapery, or the marvelous modeling of &n arm, but 
none stood with hearts aflame at their “‘ Transfigured 
lord,” or cried in ecstasy of religious joy, ‘‘ Behold the 
resurrection and the life.” 

The pope was that gilded voluptuary John de Medici, 
who, when he was chosen pope, exclaimed: “The pa- 
pacy is ours; let us enjoy it.” Raphael had died of 
labor and of love,—unhallowed love, like a fire burning 
in his bones,—died ere his manhood had filled its growth ; 
Sebastian stood a self-satisfied, complacent, yet jealous 
rival, coveting the crown his dead companion wore, and 
making merchandise of his master. 

Goethe cynically said: ‘ Wunderthiitige Bilder sind 
meist nur schlechte Gemdlde” (Wonder-working pictures 
trealmost always wretched paintings). And when we see 
0 little pious purpose in the most perfect religious paint- 
‘ngs,we may well be tempted to accept the statement with- 
*ut its cynicism ; for may we not rejoice that the symbol of 
Yorship is more dependent on the soul of the worsbiper 
than the soul of the worshiper on a beautiful symbol ? 

This, indeed, is the lesson of these gréat pictures. The 

tart and mind of man may be drawn away from God by 
the very things which witness to us of his Jove and 
tbounding goodness. 

Is this not a lesson which this generation needs to 
ake to heart? God has given us this world with all its 

ty and its joys. He has given it to us, and he means 

™ to enjoy it. His hand piled the mountains, crag on 
frag; his hand hollowed out the valleys, and made level 
wide and fruitful plains ; liis hand paints the sunset, 
tad tints the petal of the rose. His hand, in history, has 
Yrought out the splendors of civilization, and put into 
of man the great works of art and architecture, 

marvels of mechanics and of inventive genius. He 
fre us these things, and he means us to enjoy them. 





able to paint great pictures, but caring little to live the 
beauty of those pictures. Such men are found in many 
walks of life. Wise counselors, but foolish guides. Men 
whose precepts are pure, whose examples are pernicious. 
Not a few of the world’s great orators have painted word- 
pictures in which pure and noble lives spoke freely the 
words of truth, while they were leading lives of sin and 
shame. 

The Christian standard is based on pure and chastened 
desires. The heart that has learned to desire the things 
of God rather than the things of this world, will not be 
led away by self-love and selfish ambition. It is the 
heart that is the fountain of life. It is strange that this 
needs to be so often iterated and reiterated. But men with 
sober calculation are constantly seeking to attain the 
object of Christian living some other way. There are 
so many appeals to the intellect, so many invocations of 
law in our time, that we are almost forgetful that the 
heart must first be touched. Then, and then only, must 
the intellect be informed, with ever widening aspirations 
towards Christian usefulness. The man the coming age 
demands at our hands, is not so much the man of great 
powers of intellect, of rich culture, and of splendid 
powers of mind and body, as he 

“ Whose secret heart, with influence sweet, 
Is upward drawn to God.” 


Lafayette College, Easton, Pa, 





THE LATE DR. ROBINSON. 
BY H. L, WAYLAND, D.D. 


The Editor kindly allows me to say a few words about 
my dear and honored friend, E. G. Robinson, D.D., 
LL.D., who has repeatedly contributed to the columns 
of The Sunday School Times, and who had promised the 
Editor two articles upon ‘‘ Conscience,”’—articles the non- 
appearance of which every reader of this paper has occa- 
sion to deplore. ; 

The first impression made upon me by Dr. Robinson 
was that of very great ability. I do not know how early 
his powers made themselves manifest. I have not heard 
thatdn his youth he was characterized by unusual promise, 
although I never heard to the contrary; but he must 
have had it in him even at an early day. He can hardly 
have been, in the popular sense, “‘a young man,” I 
cannot associate him with immaturity or ignorance. He 
must have been a diligent reader and student from the 
start; and whatever he learned he turned into muscle 
and brain. 

His intellectual ability was shown largely in his 
power of analysis, in his opening of a subject or of a 
text. It was this which contributed greatly to the clear- 
ness of his utterances. Here I can but think that he 
owed not a little to his early instructor, Francis Way- 
land. 

He practiced a wise concentration. He was not a 
universal scholar. With many branches he allowed 
himself to remain comparatively unfamiliar, but in his 
own field of philosophy and theology he was supreme. 
I do not think that he excelled in the minute criticism 
of isolated passages; but his grasp of the Bible as a whole, 
and of its individual books, their purport and spirit, was 
that of a master. His mind worked with great intensity 
and with unresting diligence. He usually allowed him- 
self some weeks of complete relaxation in the summer, 
but for the rest of the time the bow was bent to its utmost 
tension. He had little of what is ordinarily called 
“small talk;” his mind was moving among the higher 
problems, and yet at times he would talk delightfully 
about his early pastorate in Virginia, and about the Old 
Dominion of that day, and about his year of foreign 
travel. He had little humor in himself, although he 
was capable of enjoying humor or sarcasm in others. 

While he had read and studied much, yet, in an emi- 
nent degree, whatever he bad was his own. 

As he was never young, so he was never old; as there 
was no period of adolescence, so there was no period of 
senility. His mind was as finely toned when I last saw 
him, a few weeks before his death, as when I first knew 
him forty-two years ago. 

In his youth, he illustrated sparing)y, but always very 
appropriately and forcibly. As he grew older, he illus- 
trated scarcely at all. The intense interest which he 
himself felt, and to which he aroused others, seemed to 
supply the illumination which, to many, comes from 
without through the windows of the imagination. 

His mind was ever growing; he was ever in progress. 
He did not resemble the professors in East Windsor 
Theological Seminary, who, every three months, made 





oO" touse. Buthow? For his honor and glory! 
_o"® World has produced many men like Raphael, men 


the creed, and that they should not do so; who were 
described by Dr. Bushnell as four times a year pledging 
themselves that, as they had made mo progress in the 
past, so they would make none in the future. 

He held his views very firmly, and was not greatly 
delighted with contradiction. This characteristic, along 
with his absorption in his own studies, must have made 
him the reverse of what Dr. Johnson called “a club- 
bable man.” But he was not uncharitable toward those 
who differed from him, however widely. In his early 
series of discourses upon “ Modern Skepticism,” he re- 
flected somewhat severely upon Theodore Parker; but, 
in later years, I have heard him say: “I would be the 
last to affirm that he has not been accepted of God.” 

A man is very fortunate who finds his true field. 
Beyond all question, his throne was in the theological lee- 
ture-room. He aroused his students to the utmost pitch 
of interest and enthusissm. He encouraged inquiry; 
he met it frankly. Sometimes his classes would spend 
successive days, almost weeks, npon some vital funda- 
mental question. Many of them look back to these hours 
as the period of their intellectual regeneration,—as the 
golden time of their lives. 

He was particularly wise in dealing with those who 
were passing through a-period of doubt. Once a student 
said to him: “I cannot see the evidence for the genuine- 
ness and inspiration of the Gospel of John.” He did not 
frown upon the student; rather, he directed him to the 
sources of information, and watched over his studying 
and his thinking, until th< ;oung man had worked him- 
self out entirely clear; and in the joy of his new-found 
light he desired to go as a missionary, to carry to others 
what had been made known to himself. 

Although a large part of his life was spent as a theo- 
logical instructor and as president of a college, yet it is 
impossible to omit allusion to his power in the pulpit 
and on the platform. His striking presence, his clear- 
cut features, his hair which early felt the frosts of autumn, 
his wonderfully distinct articulation, lis penetrating 
voice,—all these gave to his words and to his sentiments 
a chance to have their full effect, and the whole com- 
hined to make him unsurpassed as a preacher. When 
great events called him out, as during the War for lib- 
erty and union, he held absolute sway over his audience, 
and moved them as the trees of a forest are shaken with 
a mighty wind. 

Though he was in his eightieth year, the candle did 
not flicker. In the full vigor of his magnificent powers, 
he has ceased from among us; but he-still pursues his 
studies in the divine mysteries, animated by the same 
love of truth as of.old, and by the same unwavering 
loyalty to the Master. 

Philadelphia. 





TRANSFORMATION. 
BY CLIFFORD LANIER. 


The humblest life that lives may be divine ; 
Christ changed the common water into wine. 
Star-like comes Love from out the magic East,— 
And Life, the hermit, finds his fast a feast. 


Montgomery, Ala. 





BETHANY. 
BY THOM<AS5 LAURIE, D.D. 


Many cherish the hope of one day looking with their 
own eyes on scenes associated with the earthly life of 
Christ; and no one who has read descriptive accounts 
of such scenes in Syria can doubt that a visit there would 
light up many passages of Scripture with new meaning. 
Still it is not all helpful. Many places are so desecrated 
by superstition as to occasion more pain than pleasure; 
and even where that is not true, as that heavenly-minded 
.man, Dr. 8. H. Calhoun, once said to the writer, “ It isa 
spiritual loss to have a paesage of Scripture call up visions 
of hills and valleys, trees and old ruins, instead of the 
truth as it is in Jesus.” The spiritual good connected 
with a place is not always measured by the beauty of its 
surroundings. 

Outwardly, Bethany is very dreary. It is one of the 
most uninteresting of villages; there is everything to 
repel, and nothing to attract, in the place itself. Bible 
dictionaries give it only scant mention, and travelers 
hurry on to other localities. Even antiquarians have 
little to say of the medieval ruin called “ The House of 
Lazarus.” 
and over into its hovels for milleniums, and each tl 
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%, There is not a street in the village, Each hut has risen 
a where materials were most plentiful, or room easiest to 
‘ obtain. Then there is as little taste displayed in con- 
struction as there is order in arrangement. There is not 
. a straight wall in the place. Its twenty families do not 
r. possess one decent dwelling. They have only stone huts, 
f and shapeless at that, I doubt if there is a flower culti- 
vated in the village, though wild ones grow on the bor- 
ders of its dunghills. The crest of Olivet cuts off all 
oe. view of Jerusalem on the west, and shuts us in to the 
+ dreariness around us. It is not from every point that 
we can even look off into the wilderness that stretches 
down toward Jericho. 

Turkish oppression here sets before us one of its fin- 
ished products, in a people without energy or industry, 
hope or aspiration. They are content to get through 
each day somewhat as they did yesterday, and without 
thought for the morrow, It may be questioned if they 
have any idea how low their condition is. Certainly it 
never enters into their heads to compare their lot with 
ours, for they have no conception of what we enjoy. 


gardens, its painted houses and happy homes, would be 
to them a look into Paradise. There is not the slightest 
effort to: better their condition, unless you cali the clamor 
for bakhsheesh such an effort, This view of Bethany is 
borne out by the few photographs of the place that have 
found their way to our favored Jand. 

And yet, with all this outward degradation, no spot on 
earth has been so lifted up by its associations with Christ. 
Here he loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. In 
their hospitable home the man of sorrows found a con- 

- genial resting-place, and, after enduring the contradic- 

tion of sinners all day long during that last week in 
Jerusalem, here, among friends, he enjoyed rest at night. 
Well might they be his friends, for on one of their house- 
hold he wrought his greatest work of power in raising 
him from the dead; and, in connection with that same 
manifestation of his power, “ Jesus wept,” revealing a 
depth and tenderness of sympathy with our sorrows 
worthy of special mention even in the presence of a 
miracle so stupendous, Last of all, from this same 
Bethany Jesus rose to his throne, whence he is expect- 
ing to come the second time, apart from sin, to them that 
wait for him unto salvation (Heb. 9 : 28). 
_ Mere association with Christ, however, is not the 
crowning glory of Bethany ; the manner of the associa- 
tion also is unique. Other places set before us a definite 
locality, saying, ‘On this very spot Jesus did thus and so;” 
and our attention is distracted between the place and 
the event, the scene and the actor im that scene. Rocks 
and stones, buildings or ruins, dispute possession of our 
hearts with him whom we are to love with all the heart. 
But here we are left free to enjoy undisturbed communion 
with the Lord. No turn in the road obtrudes its claims 
as the exact spot where Jesus wept, and so calls us away 
from the high-priest who can. be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities. We only feel that somewhere near 
us he shed those tears, and it is as if the very air still 
palpitated with those throbs of grief. So our. hearts 
rest in him who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever. 

A probable house of Lazarus would call our thoughts 
away from the friend who loved its inmates. But the 
‘simple fact that somewhese near where we stand he loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, shows that he is the 
same Lord who directed Aaron and his sons to bless 
Israel, saying, “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 
The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be gra- 
cious unto thee; The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace” (Num, 6: 24-26). Not in the 
mass, but one by one, the Lord loves and saves us; and 
though we cannot find in ourselves one thing that is 
worthy of his love, still that loving of Martha and Mary 
and Lazarus helps us to believe that we also may be 
numbered among its objects. 


Jesus loosed their hold on earth, and rose through the 
air into the cloud that received him out of sight, would 
crush us with an overwhelming sense of the glory of the 
Lord. But the fact that somewhere in the neighborhood 
of these humble surroundings Jesus rose, returning to his 
native skies, leaves us free to look up to where he now 
sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and believe that 
he still prays, “ Father, I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 
behold my glory” (John 17: 24), In this way we can 
‘Sock forward with joyful trust to see him come back 
to claim his own and be glorified in all his saints. 
amid thie exceedingly humble environment, the 
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Saviour who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost; who never refuses the sinner that comes to him, 
and will then reveal his glory to all them that love his 
appearing and his kingdom. 

Providence, R. I. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL VACATION. 
BY M. EK. SMITH, 


In a small inland city, so small as to be hardly more 
than a village, the question of having a Sunday-school 
vacation arose. 

At a teachers’-meeting it was strongly advocated by 
many faithful workers. They ssid they were just as 
tired, and all needed vacation as much, as those living 
in larger cities, Finally they agreed to call a special 
meeting after Sunday-school, inviting the Bible-classes to 
stay in the consultation, Speeches were made in favor 
of it, and, by some, objections made to such an ar- 
rangement, 

Mr, A had not been in that church long; he was 
a quiet member of a Bible-class, 

As he sat with the rest, if any one thought of him at 
all, it would have been somewhat after this manner: 
“Mr. A is a dyspeptic, half-sick man, who proba- 
bly comes to a great many services because he thinks it 
hisduty. He will hail vacation with delight.” When the 
vote was taken he stood with the nays in the minority. 

Late that Sunday afternoon, Mr. A—— went to the 
house of the superintendent, As he went up the steps, 
he saw the superintendent sitting on the porch. Going 
toward him, he thrust into his hands a legal-looking 
document in a long white envelope. He refused to sit 
down with the superintendent, but hurried away as if 
wrought up to the highest pitch of excitement. 

A little later, still sitting on the porch, the superinten- 
dent read the letter : 








* DEAR SIR; 

“TI trust you will bear with me as J inflict upon you 
wy views in regard to a Sabbath-school vacation, though they 
differ from your own, First, I think the very idea of giving 
up the Sunday service is demoralizing, particularly where the 
only religious instruction the ehild gets is in the Sunday-school. 
If the argument advanced to-day proves anything, it proves too 
much ; that is, if teachers and scholars study so hard that there 
is danger of overtaxing mind and intellect, then we should 
have at least three or four vacations a year, But the truth is, 
the amount of study expended on the lesson on Sunday or 
through the week, would not ruin the health of some of the 
teachers or many of the scholars, 

* But the idea advanced by Brother —— and wife that, on 
account of the constant strain, teacher and scholar both need 
rest, is simply ridiculous. But do not misunderstand me. A 
person with my health knows too well the benefit of change of 
air, scenery, and freedom from care for a short time during the 
year. For that reason I would be glad to know that every 
teacher in our school could go to the seashore, to the moun- 
tains, or somewhere for relaxation, and the pupils as well, That 
need not necessitate closing the school ; for all cannot go, and 
all that go will not take the same,weeks in which to go. 

“Doubtless you and your assistant superintendent feel the 
need of rest; and, though no one else could quite fill your 
places, substitutes might be found that would do for a few Sab- 
baths, Do the same with classes, or double them up, or call 
upon older pupils to help. 

“It was said to-day that the majority should rule; that is, 
minorities have no rights which majorities are bound to respect, 
For instance, if two hundred and twenty-five are present and 
@ hundred and twenty-five vote for vacation, the hundred are 
to be denied the privilege of meeting, Those that wish will 
stay away anyway at any time. 

“If these religious duties are so arduous, should we not take 
a vacation from family and private devotion, and live, not ac- 
tively wicked, but simply Godless, lives? Should we not take 
up those duties with new zest after the relaxation ? 

“If our great enemy would agree to an armistice, and then, 
if he was not notoriously the father of liars, it might be well to 
disband our army, and cal] them together in a few weeks. But 
as it is, | think we better hold the fortress and furlough the 
tived veterans, and drill some of the new recruits to fill their 
places while they are gone. 

“ I think the majority will always vote for vacation. I think 
they would vote to have it last unti] one week betore Christmas, 
if you as superintendent advocated it. 

* If your scholars are getting dull and listless, begin to make 
arrangements for a picnic or excursion, hud see bow soon they 
will brighteu up. I desire only the best welfare of the school. 

“ Yours respectfully, 
“¢€. B, A.” 

“Pp. 8,—I am informed —— School had one vacation, which 
was not a success, and they do not propose to try it again.” 


The superintendent folded the letter, saying to himself, 
“Mr, A—— is a crank,” 








Tests more trustingly in the unchanging 






never have closed the school since, 
' - Buffalo, N. Y. 





although they kept the same officers for years, they 





A SUMMER SUGGESTION. 
BY T, M, J, 


A little country village, not many hours’ ride from 
New York City, had long been cold in a}! religious ling. 
The older people had seemingly lost all interest in Chris. 
tian work, so the very few young persons had little jp. 
stfuction or inspiration, They were so far away from 
any city that modern methods and progress had not come 
into their experience ; their church was closed, and their 
Sunday-sehool grew to be a mere form. 
But a Young People’s Society of Christian Endeayo 
was started in a neighboring town, and as its membey 
were alive to all the interests of the Master’s work, anj 
in earnest to find their part in it, the condition of the 
little village soon came to be a burden on their hearts, 
They could not at first see what they could do, bu 
they thought, talked, and prayed over it. Ultimately 
they raised what money they could, interested their Sun. 
day-school, which also contributed, and engaged a young 
earnest Christian Endeavor girl, who, living in the city, 
was glad to spend the summer months in the country 
about her “ Futher’s business.” She was most hospitably 
entertained in the little village, and for three months she 
worked there. She started a primary class and a Chris. 
tian Endeavor Society, put new life in the Sunday-school, 
taught, led meetings and visited, awakening an interes 
and exerting an influence which lasted after she returned 
home. ‘During the winter she corresponded with many 
in the village, sent them books] and papers, interested 
some friends in her own church to help in various ways, 
and prayed most constantly for the work. Now she by 
gone back with renewed erfergy to work there again this 
summer. ee 

Why might not this little fuct serve as an object les 
to many Christian Endeavor societies and city churcha! 
All over the land are cold churches which need a litte 
new life from those who are thoroughly awake and# 
thusiastic for the Master. And in our cities are muy 
competent men and women who would be glad to tilt 
such‘an outing, and who could do an amount of good™ 
to be estimated until eternity reveals it. We think asl 
talk a good deal about “ fresh-air work,” in which cour 
try people have taken such a noble and generous pat 
Let us return their kindness by sending some of our mot 
earnest workers among those who, by circumstances, at 
shut out from much that stirs enthusiasm. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME 


JOHNNY’S NIGHT BEFORE THE FOURTH 


A TRUE Story, 








BY FRANCES BENT DILLINGHAM, 


As a rule, bedtime was the darkest hour of the day té 
Johnny Goodwin, but on the night before the Fourth, 
Fred Brown and he were to sleep together in the bars, 
and go out very early in the morning,—when and where, 
nobody knew. Whatsmall boy would not long to retite 
under such circumstances ? 

Johnny and Fred had made the softest hay-bed 
imaginable in a corner; they had blown their hors 
twice, to be sure they were in good condition; they hed 
tried on their home-made soldier-suits until the pape 
epaulets looked somewhat dilapidated; but the sun ¥# 
still above the horizon, and Fourth of July seemed ® 
far away as ever. 

The two mothers of these small boys had each give? 
consent to this plan on the condition that the other did 
not refuse, and both were somewhat surprised st the 
result, Jobnny’s mother kissed him good-night wh 
the long day was ended, with the hope that his coums® 
might desert him at the last moment, and that he 
return to his own comfortable bed, But there w# ?° 
hint of retreat in Johnny’s sturdy demeanor as he* 
for the barn. : 

It was barely dusk when the two little boys, i thelr 
gaily decorated soldier-suits, carrying carefully es 
gigantic tin horns, entered the great barn door; 
though only dusk outside, it was quiys shadowy 
and the one lantern but faintly outliged the horses’ 
and the hay-bed in the corner. two tin horus 





The school bad the vacation, but for some reason, 
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forms were very quickly stretched onthe hay. The boys 
had agreed to take turns watching, to be sure they did 
not oversleep. It was Johnny's turn first, but he had 
not watched the darkness long before he closed his eyes 
for fear of the shadows, and he had not long closed his 
eyes before he was fast asleep. 

Many hours after, he awoke with a start. How very 
dark it was in the barn! He could hear the horses 
breathing in their stalls, and they seemed to him like 





rom the great dragons in the fairy tales. It did not take a 
we long look at those shadows to convince Johnny that it was 
sg time to wake Fred, and he heaved a sigh of relief when, 
» in. in answer to a more vigorous than courteous shaking, 
from Fred sat up and rabbed his eyes. 
come “Time to go out?” he asked. And Johnny rather 
thele recklessly answered with laconic brevity, “0” course!” 
But when they safely passed through the shadows of 
ste: the barn, and reached the yard, it was still dark, and 
nbers they found it quite necessary to enliven the gloom by a 
» aa rousing racket. Even then it was a little lonesome for 
if the two small boys by themselves, and when they heard the 
early sound of firing down the street, off they started in search 
mM of company. There was a crowd of boys collected in 
ately the square, most of them older and larger than Johgny 
‘Be. and Fred, and when they saw the brightly bedecked 
— little soldiers, they turned their attention to them in a 
city, rather embarrassing manner. 
aony “Oh, see the sojers!” said one of the biggest boys. 
itably “Come in and show yerseives! ” 
he a Johnny drew back with the half-formed intention of 
Ops running home, but one of the boys had already seized Fred 
chee, bythearm. It would never do to desert his comrade, 
wit: #0 Johnny stood bravely by Fred’s side. 
se “Let’s see yer horn!” And before Fred could re- 
coal monstrate, the boy had taken his horn from him and 
‘- an, was blowing mighty blasts. 
he bas But when Johnny’s splendid horn was appropriated, 
in this his anger suddenly blazed forth. 


“Give me that horn!” he cried. 
and I’ll have you ’rested!” 


*You’re a thief, 





br Bat the boys only laughed. ‘“ What a lot of fire-crack- 
a lite es you've got. Idon’t b’lieve yer mother knows it; 
ne you'd better give ’em to me,” and the fire-crackers fol- 
, mia lowed the horn. 

to take Tred was shouting and crying wildly for his belong- 
nod ba ing, but Johnny was too angry to cry. At last, when 
ke aol they were sufficiently despoiled, their tormenters started 
cal for other boys to conquer, and the two little fellows 
8 pat were free, 

wr med “Let’s go home,” Fred said to Johnny, and home 
es, an they started. 


There was a light shining in Johnny’s window when 
hereached the house, and mama came to the door. I 
think her own eyes must have filled with tears when she 
saw her little soldier, tear-stained, bedraggled, and 
Weapon less. 

“They took my horn,” he sobbed, as mama helped him 
undress, But it did not seem so bad after he had been 




















/RIE. kissed and tucked into bed, and he fell into a dreamless 
sleep, undisturbed by the ringing of bells and firing of 
cannon, which lasted till high noon. 

When Johnny was sitting on the veranda watching 

» day t6 the fire-works that evening, all the unhappiness of the 

Fourth, night before had faded ; for papa had found more fire- 

e bare, crackers, and mama had mended the soldier-suit. In- 

| where, deed, if it had not been for the horn, peace would have 

 retite reigned in his mimic Warsaw, but not another horn could 
be found like the one he had lost,—not one’so big, not 
nay-bed one 80 loud. 

» horns While Johnny was sitting on the doorstep thinking 

hey bad over his night’s adventure, a small ragamuffin stopped 

e papet at the gate. He carried a big horn in his hand, and, 

sun was after a moment’s hesitation, came up the path toward 

emed #8 Johnny, ' 
“Be you the kid wot’s lost a horn?” he asked. 

h given Johnny resented being called a kid by an urchin cer- 

her did tainly his junior, but gratitude swallowed up wrath, and 

at the Me thankfully received his own. 

it whea ‘Tim, he took it away from ye, and I stole it from 

courage Tim,”—here the boy chuckled. ‘“ You was real brave 

e would when they was plaguin’ ye.” 

was BO It was very kind of you to return the horn,” John- 

28 "Y* mother said. “ Johnny has missed it greatly.” 

Twan’t square o’ Tim to bother sech a little feller,” 
in theit the boy said, with real regret. 

y thelr in a feeling of resentment stirred in Johnny’s 

or ; bah He did not understand how sadly old for its years 

withis, howd sharp little face, gazing so patronizingly into 

4 

ps wert 


Bat nih mother looked kindly at the hunger- 








“Wait a moment,” she said, going into the house. 
When she reappeared, Johnny’s visitor gave a little gasp 
of delight. 

“‘Tee-cream and cake!” he said. “Jiminy!” And 
then he sat down, and ate it in great gulps, “‘ every single 
bit, as though he was dreadful hungry,” Johnny said 
afterward. 

“Thank ye,” the boy said, as he rose to go; “I’m real 
glad I brought back that horn.” And Johnny did not 
understand why his papa laughed. 

“ He’s a nice boy,” Jobnny said, looking at his re- 
covered property; “but I wish he’d brought the horn 
’round a little sooner,” 

“ Never mind, dear,” said Johnny’s mother ; “ you can 
have it for next year.” 

“‘ Johnny crept more closely to her side: “ I think” — 
he said, meditatively, “I think—I won’t sleep in the 
barn next Fourth of July.” 


Auburndale, Mass. 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


—_—~. 


METHODS OF OFFERINGS TO MISSIONS. 


On the Jast Sunday of each month, in the intermediate 
and senior departments of the First Methodist Episcopal 
Sunday-school, Ithaca, New York, the offering is devoted 
to the cause of missions. ‘‘ We have a plan,” writes the 
superintendent, Mr. E. D. Wright, “to make the giving 
regular and systematic on the part of each scholar. The 
teacher, or some one appointed in each class, asks the 
members of the class to state—of course, privately and 
singly—how much they desire to give each month for 
missions. Then, on a sheet of paper ruled with one 
column for the names of the scholars, another for the 
pledges, and a column for each month of the year, the 
resultsaretabulated. Ifthe pledge is paid on ‘ missionary 
day,’ the proper check is made in that table, but if the 
scholar is absent, or forgets his special offering, he is ex- 
pected to bring it later. In this way we get earnest, 
consecrated giving. And the results are good, too, in 
doljars and cents, averaging more than twenty-six dol- 
lars each month.” 

A special effort for missions is also made at Easter. 


two hundred and thirty-five dollars. The superinten- 
dent prepared an envelope for a “‘ month of self-denial,” 
and put one into the hand of each scholar a month be- 
fore Easter. 
this month were given, with a blank space opposite each 
day for entering the offering of that day, the blanks be- 
tng under each other in succession, so that the sums 
could be footed in a “total.” The Scripture texts, 
printed in full on the envelope, were 2 Corinthians 8: 9; 
Matthew 8 : 20; Romans 8 : 9; 1 Corinthians 4 : 7; 
2 Corinthians 9:6; Matthew 16: 24, and John 8: 16, and 
were followed by this appeal, to be made to each scholar 
by each teacher, and also capable of general use: 


PerrrriIeririt ett ere i errr 


Dear Friend : You are invited to unite with the other mem- 
bers of our school—officers, teachers, and scholars—in four 
weeks of work and self-denial for missions: (1) by daily pray- 
ing for God’s blessing on the work and the workers in this and 
other lands; (2) by daily praying “ Lord, what wilt thou have 


and bringing the whole sum Easter morning. 
Class No, 2.000 0000 


Teacher. 


Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Sunday-school of Plain- 
field, New Jersey, resulting in an offering for foreign 


the whole school. 


constant method in vogue. As Mr, William D. Murray, 


the superintendent, says: “ We have used the plan now 
for two years, with splendid results.” The form in use 
this year is a leaflet, on the back of which are various 


texts and missionary items, such as these : 


of Christ. 


Whatever their oceupation, Christians have but one business 
in the world; namely, the extending of Christ’skingdom. And 








This year it was a “Self-Denial Missionary Offering” of 


On one side of the envelope the days of 


me give to-day for the spread of thy kingdom and the salvation 
of the world?” (3) by enclosing daily whatever he shall direct, 


A “week of self-denial” was recently observed in the 


missions averaging about twenty cents per member for 
Besides such special efforts, there is a 


Sarah Hosmer, of Lowell], though a poor woman, supported 
a student in the Nestorian Seminary, who became a preacher 
Five times she gave fifty dollars, earning the money 
in a factory, and sent out five native pastors to Christian work. 


merchant, mechauic, and banker are under exactly the same 


obligations to be wholly consecrated to that work as is the 
missionary.—Dr. Strong. 


The front of the ‘leaflet has these words, with blanks 
for promises extending over a whole year : 


CRESCENT AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


PLAINFIELD, NN, J, 
SYSTEMATIC OFFERINGS FOR MISSIONARY FUND. 
“ Them that honour me, I will honour.” 








WEEKLY."| Dear Friend: We want the new school year upon 
which we are just entering to be the best we. have 
1 Cent, | ever had. We have done so well in the past that 
we must do better and better each year in the 
2 Cents. / future, Won’t you take part in our systematic 
3 « giving? We believe it will do you good, and it 
will enable our school to do good, Kindly mark 
4 “| with aX the sum in the margin which you will 
5 give each Sunday during this year. If you wish to 
promise to give something each Sunday, but do not 
19)" care to indicate any-sum, put a cross at the head of 
1B the column. It is understood that, if, when you 
are absent, you attend some other school, and give 
20 “ your offering, that you need not give it here. This 
f promise, being entirely voluntary, can be withdrawn 
25 at any time. ‘ 
30 “ After you have signed your name, hand this to 
your teacher, who will mark your promise on the 
50 “| class card and return this to you, to be kept asa 
100“ reminder of your promise. 
BOE: ccvess'detebssihsstdiicstercsdectibhn idee 
BGI). sasen cdcioscceroceesvscccccoivecs ensues deesibnen 
COODB, 0s sii sneisecenscadescteiscvabenetosdieeenaanann 





The Rev. Dr. Rainsford, rector of St. George’s Prot- 
estant Episcopal Sunday-school, New York, believes in 
saying something after the special offering as well as 
before. This is the way, by circular-letters, that he 
acknowledged the Easter gifts of the children toward the 
endowment of the church : 


Dear Boys and Girls, Members of St. George’s Sunday-school : 

I thank you with all my heart for the big Easter offer- 
ing you have, through Mr. Pike, handed me ($576.79) toward 
the endowment fund of our church. Five hundred and sey- 
enty-six other dollars will be added to these you have given, 
and that means that you have secured an annual income of 
about fifty dollars to St. George’s. You never listened to me 
as attentively as you did last Easter Sunday in the church, 
Your earnest faces made my-heart glad. How I wish I could 
know you, each of you, quite well. But, though I fear this is 
impossible to me, since my memory is very poor, I want you 
all to remember that when I can be of any help or, service to 
you, all you have to do is to come and see me. 

Very truly your friend, 


April 13. W. 8S. RAINSFORD, 


This Sunday-school has a “ Missionary Committee,” 
which issues a “ bulletin” frequently to the teachers, 
“‘to be read and explained by each teacher to the schol- 
ars upon the day of issue,—inviting inquiry and com- 
ment, if you can do so without interference with the 
lesson.” The nature of the bulletin calling for the 
endowment-fund offering, may be seen from these sen- 
tences : 


Other churches sell out and move uptown from time to time. 
The rich people who have supported them move away, and the 
church moves too. Generally the reason the rich people move 
is because the part of the city where they have been living is 
getting too crowded. 

When a place gets crowded, that means that it needs more 
churches, not fewer. If rich people alone had souls, it would 
be right for churches to go where the rich people live. 

St. George’s Endowment Fund was started to save our echureh 
from ever moving away from the place where it is needed. Its 
success will be a protest against the false idea that churches 
cannot succeed where the greatest number of people live. 


Other bulletins outline the work of the coming months, 
or report how money has been expended, or both,—car- 
rying out this wise theory with which one bulletin 
begins: “To the scholars: It is right that you should 
know how we use the money you give.” Mr. H. H. 
Pike, the superintendent, adds this testimony to the 
peculiar efficiency of the teachers themselves in mission- 
ary addresses: “ Besides the leaflets which we often 
circulate among the teachers, on missionary matters 
béfore the school, we have other ways: missionary Sun- 
days ; sometimes prepared subjects for study ; sometimes 
addresses. In the latter, we bring forward our own 
talent,—our own teachers, who prepare themselves, and 
whom tbe children would rather hear than the most 
eloquent speakers, who, not knowing the circumstances 
of the school, speak without understanding to them. 
Our own teachers, with painstaking, can interest the 
children more upon China than any recently returned 
| missionary.” 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—_—~<--_—— 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Third Quarter, 1894.] 




















3. July 15.—Visit of the Wise Men.................... Matt. 2: 1-12 
4MD UY 22.-+ PUGH INtoO EGyt.........-ceccccvreerersesssseneesnnerses svvvees Matt. 2 : 13-23 
6. July 20.—The Youth Of Jes@8............ccccccccccccsseessnersseeereceeees Lake 2 : 40-52 
6, August 5.—The Baptism of JeBuss.............:cccccvsssersreerreeerres Mark 1: 1-11 
7. August 12.—Temptation of JeBUB,,....0....ccccccereeseereesereerenene Matt. 4: 1-11 
8. August 19.—First Disciples of Jesus. John 1 : 35-49 
9%. August 26.— First Miracle of Jesus. John 2 : 1-11 
10. September 2.—Jesus Cleansing the ‘Temple. baingdeocenisooonseetions John 2 : 13-25 
li. September 9.—Jesus and Nicodemas................... John 3 : 1-16 
1. September 16.—Jesus at Jacob's WelL.............ccressseeetereee John 4 : 9-26 
13, September 23,— Daniel's ADBIDENCE... ..........00sereereeeeeeneee Dan, 1 : 620 


14, September 30,—Review. 


OUTLINE INDUCTIVE STUDIES. 


Prepared by 
Tue AMERICAN IneriTUTE OF SACRED ommecaiaer 





STUDY III.—THE VISIT OF THE MAGI, AND THE 
FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 
I, Review. 

Recall the events preceding the Nativity; namely, the 
promise to Zechariah and Elizabeth; the annunciation to 
Mary, and her visit to Elizabeth ; the annunciation to Joseph; 
the journey to Bethlehem. Then recall the birth in the 
stable; the angels’ song, and visit of the shepherds; the 
circumcision of the child on the eighth day, and the name 
Jesus; the presentation in the temple after the forty-first 
day, and the humble sacrifice of Mary ; and the recognition 
by Simeon and Anna, Let the review of these events asso- 
ciate with them the result of special study concerning the 
circle of Jewish life into which Jesus was born, the signifi- 
cance of his name, and the date of his birth. Consider the 
stiitableness of such a one, with such a mission,—to save his 
people from their sins,—coming into such an environment for 
his human preparation for his work. 


Il. Tue Brerican MaTEerRIAL,—Matthew 2 : 1-23. 
_ Having returned to Bethlehem from Jerusalem (see spe- 
cial topic 1 below), the holy Child was visited by Magi from 
the East. They had been led by a heavenly phenomenon to 
Jerusalem to find one who had been born King of the Jews 
(vy. 1f,). Their inquiries troubled Herod the king, who, hav- 
ing learned from the chief priests and scribes that the Mes- 
siah should be born in Bethlehem, sent the visitors thither 
with a charge that they should report to him their success 
in finding the child (vs, 3-8). The Magi, still led by the 
heavenly portent, went to Bethlehem, found Mary and the 
Child, did him homage, and made presents; they then re- 
turned to the East, avoiding Herod according to God’s in- 
struction (vs. 9-12). Joseph, admonished by an angel, took 
the Child and Mary and fled to Egypt to escape Herod, who 
shortly sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
under two years of age, hoping to rid himself of the possible 
rival of whom the Magi had told (vs. 13-18). After Herod’s 
death,—which followed soon,—Joseph was directed to return 
to Palestine. His purpose to go again to Bethlehem was 
changed through fear of Archelaus, Herod’s son. His course 
was directed to Galilee, and he made his home in Nazareth 
Avs, 19-23), 
III. Torscs ror Speciat Stupy. 
1. The Return from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. Note that 
Luke 2 : 39 seems to tell of a journey direct from Jerusalem 
to Nazareth after the presentation in the temple. Matthew 
2:13f, however, shows that after the visit of the Magi 
Joseph took his family at once into Egypt to escape Herod, 
and Matthew 2 : 22 f. shows that he did not go to Jerusalem 
on his return from Egypt, but, avoiding Judea, withdrew te 
Galilee. The visit of the Magi and subsequent flight cannot 
therefore be placed earlier than the presentation. Hence we 
must assume that the journey from Jerusalem to Nazareth 
mentioned by Luke was not direct, but by way of Bethlehem 
and Egypt. Matthew 2: 22 would suggest that Joseph had 
purposed to make the City of David his home after the birth 
of Jesus, but found that circumstances led him back to Naza- 
reth. If this was the case, Luke’s source of information 
seems not to have referred to it. See full discussion in An- 
drews (pp. 89-93). 
2. The Magi. Name refers to the priest sages of Persia, 
and came to be applied to the priestly caste in other neigh- 
boring nations of the “East.” They were the learned, 
acquainted with such physics and medicine as was known, 
and skilled in astrology. 1 is impossible to determine the 
number or the nationality of those who sought the King of 
the Jews. The Jewish hope of a Messiah was apparently 
known to the neighboring peoples, which may explain the 
readiness of these Gentiles to receive the message of the 
“star.” What that “star” was we cannot say. The word 
may refer to a comet, a meteor, or even a constellation. This 
context defines it as “ his star,” seen by the Magi “in the 
East,” or “ at its rising,” and as going “before them, till it 


phenomenon, appealing to the fact that Magi were astrolo- 
gers, and that in 747 A. U.C. there was a remarkable con- 
junction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn. This, it is 
thought, would attract the attention of astrologers, and might 
lead to the conclusion that the expected King of the Jews 
was about to be born. See Edersheim, “Life” (L, pp. 
207-213); Farrar, “ Life of Christ” (L, pp. 29-35). Others, 
while acknowledging the possibility of such an astrological 
interpretation of the “star,” hold that verse 9 demands a 
miraculous appearance. See Broadus, “Commentary on 
Matthew” (p. 17), and the article, “Star of the Wise Men,” 
by Pritchard, in “ Smith’s Bible Dictionary. 

3. Herod and the Slaughter of the Children. Excepting ,the 
insignificant reference in Luke 1 : 5, tis second chapter of 
Matthew tells us all we know from the New Testament of the 
character of Herod. Note his jealousy (v. 3), his cunning 
(vs. 4-8), his cruelty (v.17). These are characteristics which 
appear constantly in Josephus’s account of Herod’s relation 
to his own family. An usurper himself, he feared and hated 
any possible rival, and relentlessly killed all who seemed to 
be such, not excepting his own sons by his favorite wife. 
This slaughter in Bethlehem is thoroughly characteristic, 
occasioned as it was by the fact that the Magi sought there 
one born to be Kingof the Jews, Josephus’s omission of this 
comparatively insignificant outrage from his record need not 
cause surprise. See Andrews (pp. 98-102); also Westcott, in 
“Smith’s Bible Dictionary,” article, “ Herod,” 

IV. Summary. 

The son of Mary, who was welcomed as Messiah by devout 
Jews who looked for the consolation of Israel, was sought by 
Gentiles as the expected King of the Jews, and consequently 
became the object of the jealous hatred of Herod. He 
escaped the slaughter which was planned to cut him off, being 
carried in haste to Egypt. The flight resulted in the selec- 
tion of Nazareth for the home of the Son of David. 








AIDS TO SPECIFIC STUDY. 


LESSON III, JULY 15, 1894. 
Visit of the Wise Men. 


LESSON TEXT, 
(Matt. 2: 1-12. Memory verses: 9-11.) 
COMMON VERSION, REVISED VERSION. 

1 Now when Jesus was bornin | 1 Now when Jesus was born in 
Béth’le-hem of Ju-dé’a in the days Bethlehem of Judea in the 
of Hér’od the king, behold, there daysof Herod the king, behold, 
came wise men from the east to| ' wise men from the east came 
Je-ru’sa-lém, 2 to Jerusalem, saying, * Where 
2 Saying, Where is he that is is he that is born King of the 
born King of the Jews? for we Jews? for we saw his star inthe 
have seen his star in the east, and east, and are come to worship 
are come to worship him. 3 him. And when Herod the 

8 When Hér’od the king had|__iking heard it, he was troubled, 
heard these things.he wastroubled,| and all Jerusalem with him. 
and all Je-ru’sa-lém with bim. | 4 And gathering together all the 

4 And when he had gathered | chief priests and scribes of the 
all the chief priests and scribes of people, he inquired of them 
the people together, he demanded where the Christ should be 
of them where Christ should be | 5 born. And they said unto him, 
born. In Bethlehem of Judza: for 

5 And they said unto him, In| thus it is written *by the 





Béth’le-hem of Ju-dé’a: for thus prophet, 
it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, land 
6 And thou Béth’le-hem, in the of Judah, 


land of Ji‘da, art not the least 
among the princes of Ji’da; for 
out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule my people Is’ra-el. 

7 Then Hér’od, when he had Which shall be shepherd of 
privily called the wise men, in- my people Israel. 
quired of them diligently what| 7 Then Herod privily called the 
time the star appeared. wise men,and learned of them 

8 And he sent them to Béth’le- carefully *what time the star 
hem, and said, Go and search| 8 appeared. And he sent them 
diligently for the young ohilA ; | to Bethlehem, and said, Go 
and when ye have found him, and search out carefully con- 
bring me word again, that I may cerning the young child; and 
come and worship him also. | when ye have found him, bring 

9 When they had heard the| me word, that I also may come 
king, they departed ; and, lo,the | 9 and worship him. And they, 
star, which they saw in the east, | having heard the king, went 
went before them, till it came| their way; and lo, the star, 
and stood over where the young which they saw in the east, 
child was, went before them, till it came 

10 When they saw the star, and stood over where the 
they rejoiced with exceeding | 10 young child was. And when 
great joy. they saw the star, they rejoiced 

11 { And when they were come | 11 with exceeding great joy. And 
into the house, they saw the they came into the house and 
young child with Ma’ry his saw the young child with Mary 
mother, and fell down, and wor- his mother; and they fel) down 
shipped him: and when they had and worshipped him; and 
opened their treasures, they pre- opening their treasures they 
sented unto him gifts; goid, and offered unto him gifts, gold 
frankincense, and myrtrh. and frankjncense dnd myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in | 12 And being warned of God ina 
a dream that they should not re- dream that they should not 
turn to Hér’od, they departed in- return to Herod, they departed 
to their own country another into their own country another 
way. way. 


1Gr. Magi. Compare Esther |. 13; Dan. il. 12. *Or, Where ts the King 
2 Se et Gas © BER? 2Or, through *Or, the time of the star shat 


Nesestens Revisers moral add at the word “ worship "’ in verses 2 


Art in no wise least among 
the princes of Judah : 
For out of thee shall come 
forth a governor, 














came and stood over where the young child was” (vs. 2, 9). 
Some explain it as an astrological inierpretation of a natural 


and 6, and at the word “wo pped”’ in verse 11, the marginal note; 








LESSON PLAN. 


Topic OF THE QUARTER: The Glorious Son of God. 


Goupen Text vor THE QuaRtTER: We beheld his gi 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.—John 1 : 14, 


Lesson TOPIC: The Son Recognized by Gentiles. 


, Seeking, vs. 1, 2. 
Lesson OUTLINE: {ss 2, Scheming. vs. 3-8. 
Succesding, vs. 9-12. 


Gotpen Text: They saw the young child with Mary hiy 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him.—Matt. 2: 11, 


Darty Home Reaptnes: 


M.—Matt:2:1-12. Visit of the wise men. 
T,—Isa. 60: 1-7. Light of the world. 
W.—Micah 5: 1-4. The prophecy. 
T,—Psa. 72: 1-15. Worsbip and gifts. 
F.—Phil. 2:1-11. Of no reputation. 
$.—Jobn 5 : 17-23. Honor to Christ. 
$.—Rev.5:814. Worthy the Lamb. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the Internationg 
Bible Reading Association. )* 





‘ LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. SEEKING. 

1. By Whom 7 

Wise men from the east (1). 

Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men (Exorl. 7 : 11). 

The wisdom of a}l the children of the east (1 poe 4 : 30). 

The wise men, which knew the times (Esth, 1 : 13). 

ll, Where ? 

Wise men . . . came to Jerusalem (1). 

She came to prove him... . She came to Jonunehen (1 Kings 10:14 
Jerusalem: ... whither the tribes go up (Psa. 122 

Ye say, t that in Jerusalem... men ought to enh Sonn 4: 
i, For Whom ? 

He that is born King of the Jews (2). 


Yet I heave set my king upon my boly hill of Zion ga: 2:6), 
Saying that he himself is Christ a king (Luke 23 : 
Saying that there is another king, one Jesus (Acts at: 7). 


Vv. Why? 
We saw his star in the east, and are come to worship him 


There shall come forth a star out of Jacob (Num. 24 : 17). 
Nations ey come to a light (Isa. 60 : 3), 
Herod , . . learned. t time the star capeased (Matt, 2 : 7), 








‘ II, SCHEMING, 
1. Anxiety : } 
Herod .. . was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him (3), 


The wicked flee when no man pursueth oar. 2: 1). 

The wicked are like the troubled sea (Isa 57 : 

Way oe ye trou ? and wherefore do 
24 : 38). 


be ie arise ? ( 
Ul. inquiry : - 
He inquired of them where the Christ should be born (4). 
Ask for the old paths (Jer. 6 : 16). 
He questioned him in many ‘words (Luke 28 : 
If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God (Jas. 1 : 5). 
it. information ; 
They said; ... In Bethlehem. . . 
time the star appeared (5,7). 
Ask, and it shall be given you (Matt. 7 : 7). 
He n to teach them many things (Mark 6 
The Holy Spirit... shall teach you all things Gobn 14 : 26). 
IV. Duplicity : 
Bring me word, that I also may come and woorehip him (8). 
Saying, Peace, peace ; when there is no peace (Jer. 6: 


14). 
Herod. will sock the the 12 ung child to destroy him WK 2:13). 
With their tongues they have used deceit (Rom. 3 ; 13). 


. Herod ... learned .. 


IIf, SUCCEEDING, 


|. Guided of God: 
Lo, the star . .. went before them (9), 
The Lord. guided them on every side (2 Chron. $2 ; 22). 


He will be our guide even unto death (Psa. 48: 14). 

M ay - God and Father himself .\ . direct our way unto you (1 
: 11). 

Ul. Happy in Following: 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding § 
joy (10). 

Yea, they shall L.. in the ways of the Lord (Psa. 138 : 5). 
The sheep follow him: for they know his voice (John 10 : 4). 
He went on his ¥ way rejoicing (Acts 8 : 39). 

Wl. Rewarded ir. Searching : 

They ... saw the young child with Mary his mother (11). 
They . .. found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe (Luke 2 : 
They went, and found as he had said unto them (Luke 22 : 13). 
Through faith and patience inherit the promises {Heb. 6 ; 12). 

IV. Generous in Adoration : 

They offered wnto him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
(11). 

The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts (Psa. 72 : 10). 
They shal) bring gold and frankincense fsa. 60 : 6). 
God loveth a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9 : 7). 


— 







Verse 1.—‘' Wise men from the east came.” oe The wise mea; 
eastern home ; (3) Their wearisome journey ; lh nag 

star; (5) (o) Their ultimate purpose; (6) Their blessed su 
Verse 2. —** Where is he thut is born King of the Jews?” (DAPO 
found expectation; (2) A pertinent inquiry.—(1) The seekers; @) 


sought; ®) The search. pin 
Verse 3.—‘He was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
Trouble at Jerusalem ; (1) lis extent; (2) Its causes; (3) 1° 
quences. 
Verse 5.—“ In Bethlehem of Judea.” (1) As foretold in prop 
(2) As discovered by investigation ; (8) As confirmed ed by oben 
Verse 8.—* When ye have found him, bring me word.” 
encouraged : AS Information desired; (3) Cruelty a coal 


Piety preten¢ 
Verse > — ra the star . Sy before them.” (1) The 
The responsive jo (3) The crowning satisfaction. 
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LESSON BIBLE READING. 
THE BABE JESUS. 


Foretold in prophecy (Isa, 9:6; Micah 5 : 2). 

Designated by name (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1 : 21). - 
ten of the Holy Ghost (Matt. 1: 20; Luke 1 : 35). 

Born of Mary (Luke 2 : 4-7; Gal. 4: 4).. 

Announced by angels (Luke 2 ; 9-14). 

Visited by shepherds (Luke 2 : 15, 16). 

Worshiped by wise men (Matt. 2 : 11). 

Recognized by devotees (Luke 2 : 25-38). 

Imperiled by Herod (Matt. 2 : 8-16-18). 

Delivered by Jehovah (Matt. 2: 12-15, 19-23). 

Developed by growth (Luke 2: 40, 52). 
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LESSON SURROUNDINGS AND 
CRITICAL NOTES. °* 


BY PROFESSOR M. B. RIDDLE, D.D. 


LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


There are no events recorded in any of the Gospels which 
can have intervened. 

Piaces.—Bethlehem of Judea: probably some house there 
in which Joseph, Mary, and the infant Jesus were living for 
atime; Jerusalem ; the East, from which the wise men came, 
probably Persia, though the earliest conjecture was Arabia. 

Trwe.—Shortly after the presentation in the temple, there- 
fore probably in February, A.U.C. 750; that is, B.C. 4. 
January 6, the date of the Ephiphany in the ecclesiastical 
calendar, is certainly too early. The reasons for placing this 
jesson after the presentation in the temple are quite sufficient. 

Prersons.— Wise men from the East (“ Magi’’), representa- 
tives of the priestly caste in Persia, though they may have 
come from some other region. They were the scholars and 
astrologers of the Zoroastrian religion. Their number is un- 
known, though tradition calls them “the three kings,” 
naming them Caspar (or Gaspar), Melchior, and Balthazar. 
Herod, called “ the Great,” was the first king of that name, 
and the worst. An Idumean by birth, he gained favor at 
Rome, and became a dependent king of Judea. Cruel to all 
nen, the murderer of some of his numerous wives and chil- 
dren, he died in April, A.U.C. 750. The chief priests and 
writes are referred to; also Mary and the child, but Joseph 
isnot mentioned. 

IxcpENTS.—The visit of the Magi to Jerusalem, and their 
imuiry for the born King of the Jews (vs. 1,2). The per- 
ily of Herod; his inquiry of the chief priests; their an- 
(rs. 3-6). Herod’s insidious instructions to the Magi 
(7,8). Their journey to Bethlehem, and the reappear- 
me ofthe star; their joy ; the finding of the child and his 
mother; their adoration and gifts (vs. 9-11). Warned in a 
dream, they return home without seeing Herod again (v. 12). 
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1: 5). HistoricaL Serrinc.—The world was waiting for a Re- 

deemer. Heathenism was in its darkest night. This visit, 

ed... vith which so many fancies and legends have been associated, 

thows that in the East heathen longing looked towards 

Judea. Bat in Judea itself tyranny prevailed, from which 

: 26). the Messiah, as an earthly king, was expected to deliver. 

Herod’s alarm was a necessary result of the false Messianic 

ip him ( hopes then prevailing. The same misconception appears 

a4) 3) afterwards in the minds of the apostles, and similar half- 
truths are still promulged. 

CRITICAL NOTES, 

2). Verse 1.—Now when Jesus was born: Compare last lesson. 

o you (1 here is nc contradiction between the two narratives. One 

evangelist tells what the other omits.—Jn the days of Herod 

: the king: Shortly before his death.— Wise men (“Gr. Magi”): 

ceeding 9 he name of a class, once priests, in Persia (comp. Esth. 1: 13; 

- 5). Dan. 2: 12). Afterwards they became the learned class, 

} 10 : 4). specially devoted to astronomy and astrology. The term 

Hegenerated, and came to mean “sorcerer,” “ magician” 

pther (11). (Acts 13 : 6, 8). As they were at this time scattered through 

(Luke 2 : 16 lany regions, it is impossible to say whence these men came. 

tty From the east : The Revised Version joins this phrase with 

Wise men,” not with “came” (Auth, Ver.). The former 

nse and implies the latter.—To Jerusalem: At the capital city 

would expect to find the “king.” They came to Judea, 

} ; 10). probably knowing of the Jewish expectations, which seem to 

ave been shared by individuals among the heathen ; and cer- 

inly they were influenced by the appearance of the “star.” 

dia Verse 2.— Where is he that is born King of the Jews? The 

be wise ttion shows confidence. The King was a “born King,” 

os wage *an accidental one. Their language has a deeper meaning 

‘seekers; @) hthey knew.—For we saw: Not “have seen,” which would 

om with & st that they continued to see it up to that time, a sense 

ys; (3) Is Posed by verse 9, as well as by their asking for earthly 

old in propat ion.— His star in the east : In verse 1 the word translated 

a yo “st” is plural; here and in verse 9 the singular is used. 

y conceslel the latter may mean “at its rising,” some would so inter- 





(1) The it. But the usual interpretation is equally allowable, 


a it may mean “in the eastern sky,” or “in Eastern 
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.tions.—Inquired: This is the correct rendering. 








current: 1, That it was a natural phenomenon,— 
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2 ise 


a meteor, comet, or a remarkable conjunction of planets and 
other stars, or even a new and specially bright star. 2. That 
it was a supernatural phenomenon, sent to guide these Magi 
to Jerusalem. The former view, could it be astronomically 
and historically verified, would be quite sufficient, but there 
are many difficulties attending such a verification. The 
latter view is objectionable only when the supernatural is 
denied. In such a case as this, if the Gospels are themselves 
historical, a supernatural guidance would not be improbable. 

hat there was a remarkable conjunction of planets in 747 
seems quite certain. New and specially bright stars have 
appeared and disappeared. The difficulty is in connecting 
the conjunction in 747 with the probable date of our Lord’s 
birth in 749, or.in proving that a new star appeared at that 
time. Moreoyer, any such phenomena, though accounting 
for the appearance of the star in the east, do not account for 
the statements of verses 9,10, The best theory is that the 
attention of the Magi was aroused by the conjunction of the 
planets, two years before (comp. Herod’s inquiry and his sub- 
sequent command, v. 16); that their watching was rewarded 
by the sight of a miraculous star, using “ miraculous” in a 
wide sense, Then the study of nature led to the supernatural ; 
those looking for the Messiah were led to him, even by their 
imperfect researches in astronomy. One fact stands out 
clearly,—these men confidently regarded what they saw as 
“his star,” and unhesitatingly journeyed, inquiring for him 
who was certainly born.—Are come to worship him: While the 
word does not necessarily mean more than to do reverence, it 
seems unlikely that those coming under such impulse and 
guidance should fail of offering to this King religious adoration. 

Ver-e 3.—He was troubled: His character would account 
for this. Further, he was a usurper, and is said not to have 
acknowledged the rights of the Messiah.—And all Jerusalem 
with him.—Together with him, but probably also on account 
of him, his known cruelty. Most of the Jews expected 
serious trouble to precede the coming of the Messiah. Such 
a visit would arouse both superstitious fears and stings of 
conscience, All would accept the coming of the Magi as a 
token of something startling in the near future. 

Verse 4.—Gathering together: The Revised Version here, 
as ifPseveral other places in the lesson, simplifies the con- 
struction, presenting a smoother and more literal rendering. 
—Chief priests: The word is the same as “high-priests.” 
Here it may include those who had held this office, or the heads 
of the twenty-four courses of priests.—Scribes of the people : 
Successors of Ezra ; first, transcribers of the law; afterwards, 
its expounders, Probably Herod did not call a meeting of 
the Sanhedrin, which would include a third class (“elders”), 
but gathered those who were best fitted to answer his ques- 
“ De- 
manded” suggests a tone of authority, not implied in the 
original.— The Christ: The term should be expressed in 
English, to show that “the Messiah” is meant. Without 
the article, we now understand the term as referring directly 
to our Lord. The question shows that Herod understood the 
meaning of the inquiry of the Magi, and that the Messiah 
was promised by God himself. 

Verse 5.—In Bethlehem of Judea: Thus distinguished 
from a place of the same name in Galilee (in the tribe of 
Zebulon) ; so verse 1 (comp. Judg. 17 : 7, 8; 1 Sam. 17 : 12). 
See further on verse 6.—Jt is written : This usual form of cita- 
tion from the Old Testament implies that what was written 
is still on record.—By the prophet : Greek, “through,” The 
full form, as in chapter 1; 22, is: “ By the Lord through the 
prophet.” 

Verse 6.—This is freely quoted from the Septuagint (Micah 
5 : 2), the Greek version then in common use among Greek- 
speaking Jews. The Revised Version renders the Hebrew: 
“But thou, Beth-lehem Ephrathah, which art little to be 
among the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall one come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel.” Thescribes may 
have cited the passage, or the evangelist may have inserted 
it as an explanation of their answer. The variations here 
fromthe Septuagint are much the same as from the Hebrew, 
and would seem to be intended to explain the meaning.— 
Land of Judah, instead of “Ephrathah.” The latter term 
was often joined to the name, but the former is more specific. 
—Art in no wise least : Instead of the statement of its insig- 
nificance, the honor to come upon it is represented as over- 
bearing that littleness.— The princes of Judah : Here standing 
for the places where the princes or heads of thousands re- 
sided. Bethlehem is not named in Joshua 15: 59 among-the 
towns of Judah.—For: Introduced here to carry out the 
altered form of the citation.—A governor, which shall be the 
shepherd of my people Israel: This is a full but accurate ren- 
dering of the clause in Matthew, which is a paraphrase of the 
Old Testament language. Ruling and feeding are included, 
the duties of a careful and kind governor. 

Verse 7.—Privily culled: This secrecy shows his malicious 
purpose.—Learned of them carefully: Or, “ exactly.”— What 
time the star appeared : The margin of the Revised Version is 
more literal: “The time of the star that appeared.” It 
would seem that the first appearance of the star was sup- 
posed to coincide with the birth of the child the Magi were 
sceking. From the limit of two years set by Herod iv his cruel 


command (v. 16), it is inferred that this first appearance 
occurred two years before. 

Verse 8.—To Bethichem: Herod directs them aright; for 
this suits his purpose of destroying the rival that threatened 
to arise.—The young child: A word often rendered “ little 
child.” That the “born King” was still an infant is taken 
for granted.—That I also may come and worship him: “ Also” 
is transferred to its proper place in the Revised Version. 
This statement of Herod was a lie diplomatic. 

Verse 9.— Went their way: The same word as “go” in 
verse 8, “Departed” would be expressed by another term. 
—The star, which they saw in the east, went before them: It is 
probable that they journeyed late in the evening. That the 
star had not been seen by them for a time, is fairly inferred 
from verses 9, 10.—Stood over where the young child was: Proba- 
bly the house (v.11), but it may only mean Bethlehem or 
some part of it. Those who accept the astronomical expla- 
nation, hold that the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn was 
repeated about this time, being visible near the meridian 
after sunset; that the conjoined stars would seem to move 
before them in. the direction of Bethlehem ; that the stars 
reached the zenith, and appeared to stand still, about the 
time Bethlehem was reached, In such an explanation there 
is much that is attractive; but every element requires scien- 
tific verification, which has not yet been given with the ab- 
solute accuracy essential to such a solution, 

Verse 10.--And when they saw the star: Evidently a reap- 
pearance.—Rejoiced with exceeding great joy: Whatever be 
the explanation of the phenomena, their joy was natural 
and well-founded. This reappearance would be regarded as 
a proof that they had been guided aright, that they would 
find Him they were seeking. 

Verse 11.—Came into the house: Either guided by the star, 
or by the neighbors. The presence of such a child in Beth- 
lehem would be known to most of its inhabitants. But the 
narrative gives no hint of any further inquiry by the Magi, 
“The house ” was not the stgble where Jesus was bofn, but 
the temporary home of the family.—The young child with 
Mary his mother: This order occurs in verses 13, 14, 20, 21, 
and is significant. Joseph is not named, possibly owing to 
his absence at the time.— Fell down and worshipped him: The 
child, the born King they had sought, not the mother. This 
worship probably includes religious adoration, Such a jour- 
ney would imply that the King the Magi sought was sent 
from above, though they could not have any full knowledge 
of the person of the Messiah.— Opening their treasures: Pro- 
vided for signs of their home, and packed for their journey. 
—They offered: This word also might be used of giving to 
kings or presenting as a religious offering.— Gold and frankin- 
gense and myrrh: The first was a usual offering, proper in any 
offering of homage ; the second and third Have been regarded 
as the products of the country from which the Magi came, 
Such products were offered as appropriate gifts to foreign 
sovereigns. “ Frankincense” is a fragrant, transparent gum, 
resinous and bitter. It was used in worship, and hence many 
find a symbolical significance in this gift. Itis distilled from 
a tree, growing in both India and Arabia. “ Myrrh” is 
better known, and more widely produced. Alli the gifts were 
costly, but give no certain clue to the rank or country of the 
Magi. The legend that they were three in number probably 
arose from the three gifts named. Since poetic fancy has 
been so profuse in its adornment of this adoration of the 
Magi, it is well to notice the brief and simple language of 
this verse. It is a striking proof of the early origin and ab- 
solute truthfulness of this Gospel. A prosaic inference from 
the incident is that the little group was thus provided with 
means for the hast7 journey into Egypt. 

Verse 12.— Being warned: Whether they had asked God 
for guidance or not, it was given them for the sake of the 
young child they had adored.—Jn a dream: Or, by dreams.— 
Not return to Herod: As they would naturally have done.— 
Departed: More exactly, “ withdrew.”’—By another way: 
This stands in emphatic position.—Their own country: No 
hint is given of its location. Wherever it may have been, a 
return to Jerusalem would have been natural on their home- 
ward journey. The story suggests many lessons in regard to 
the universality of the gospel, the aspirations of heathenism, 
the guidance of nature to the Messiah,—all the more striking 
because the incidents are related only by Matthew, the evan- 
gelist who directs especial attention to our Lord as fulfilling 
the prophecies of the Old Testament (see next lesson). 

Western Theological Seminary. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


Shortly after the presentation of the infant Christ in the 
temple, and while Mary and Joseph were still in Bethlehem, 
there appeared in Jerusalem strangers from a distant country, 
announcing, to the sore disturbance of King Herod, that they 
had come to worship one whose star, seen by them in their 
far-off home, proclaimed him to have been born somewhere 
in the neighborhood as the destined King of the Jews, These 





strangers seem, by the name given them in the Greek, to 
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have belonged to a caste of priest-sages found in various 
Eastern lands, but especially identified with the countries 
bordering the Euphrates. The worship of the heavenly 
bodies, so nearly universal among races living in early times, 
under shining skies, had led to the development of a half sacred 
science, which lingered, even to comparatively recent times, 
almost everywhere, and was supposed to interpret the occult 
influences of the stars on the destiny of individuals and 
nations. 

That men of foreign races should have known the Jewish 
expectation of a Messiah-prince, who should “ restore the 
kingdom to Israel,” making it, instead of Rome, the supreme 
power over the earth, is not strange, when we remember that 
Jews were scattered in great numbers in every part of the 
East and West, and everywhere sought to win those round 
them to their faith. They themselves, moreover, were accus- 
tomed to associate the appearance of a particular star with 
the birth of notable personages, Thus it was firmly believed 
by them that a star had announced the birth of Moses, and 
the prophecy of the rising of a star out of Jacob was under- 
stood to foretell some heavenly appearance at the birth of 
the Messiah. Indeed, the false Messiah, who stirred up so 
terrible a revolt under Hadrian, took from this the name of 
Bar-Cochba (“the son of the Star”). 

How many of these Magi came to Jerusalem is not said, 
and we are not told from what country they had traveled, 


the Holy Spirit under the form of a star, as afterwards under 
that of a dove at the baptism, or a meteor in the lower air. 
A conjunction of planets, such as actually took place about 
that time, has also been suggested; and this may be the 
solution, though, éven when nearest, these planets would, it 
appears, have had a space as broad as the moon’s disk be- 
tween them. 

In any case, the star “ went before them,” on their leaving 
Jerusalem, “till it came and stood over where the young 
child was.” And now their long journey was rewarded. 
Entering the lowly house, they found Mary and her child; 
and forthwith, as all Orientals do on appearing before a 
prince, or even one in a higher station than themselves, they 
presented gifts to the babe, in token of their homage. These 
consisted, we are told, of gold, frankincense, and myrrh,— 
doubtless the chief things in the land from which they came, 
though the ancient church has discovered in them a beauti- 
ful symbolism, seeing in the gold a tribute to his royalty, in 
the incense to his divinity, and in the myrrh to his humanity, 
as a touching reference to its use in burial. 

These heralds of the worship of the Gentile world were 
not, however, allowed to aid Herod in his crafty plot to mur- 
der Jesus, but were moved by Providence to return home an- 
other way. The slaughter of the male children in Bethlehem 
that followed was sad enough, but must have smitten only a 
very few young lives in a small mountain town, or rather vil- 





Nor can we tell how long they had been on the way, though 





some think, from Herod’s order respecting the age of the 
children to be put to death, that they had been two years on 
the road. Legend, indeed, has, as usual, been delightfully 
precise, for any one can see in Cologne Cathedral three skulls, 
said to be those of these strangers, of whom the very names 
are given. 

That their arrival should have troubled both Herod and 
Jerusalem, though in different ways, is not strange; for Herod, 
now an old man, had been maddened by suspicion from the 
discovery of plot after plot to dethrone him, and had been 
led to commit the most cruel family murders to protect him- 
self, A plot had, indeed, been discovered only a short time 
before, laid by the Pharisees,—the Jewish Nationalists of the 
day,—and he knew that nothing would so please the people 
at large, who hated him as an “ Edomite,” as his overthrow. 
Almost his last act, indeed, four years after this, was to put 
to death his eldest son, Antipater, for trying to poison him. 

The wily old man at once took action, Summoning the 
dignitaries of the nation, he ordered them to let him know 
where the Christ should be born, a demand speedily answered 
by the statement that Bethlehem, as the city of David, was 
to be thus honored. Then, calling the Magi to a secret 
audience, he sought from them all particulars respecting the 
star,—when it appeared, and when it would indicate, or had 
indicated, the exact time of the young king’s birth, affect- 
ing to be anxious to go to Bethlebem in person to do him 
homage. 

Speculation has run wild in conjectures as to the heavenly 
appearance seen by them. Some have fancied it was a star 
specially created for this high end; others, that it was a 
comet, or that it was the light shed from the heavenly host 
geen by the shepherds, or an angel in the form of a star, or 

* 


lage. Meanwhile-God had secured the safety of the infant 


JERUSALEM 


Amd vug 
SURROUNDING CoUnTAT 
ream 


BETHLEHEM 


Scale . English Stat: Miles 





Saviour, a warning having been given to Joseph in a dream 
to flee with him and Mary to the safe refuge of Egypt. 
Bournemouth, England. 
“THE GENTILES SHALL COME TO 
THY LIGHT.” 


BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 





Possibly the visit of the wise men preceded the presenta- 
tion in the temple, which was the subject of the last lesson. 
At all events, the two incidents must have been nearly con- 
temporaneous, If we might argue from their nature to their 
order, we should deem it probable that the recognition of the 
infant Jesus by members of “his own” nation came before 
that by heathen. But certainty on the point seems un- 
attainable, 

1, Note the supernatural communication to the Magi, and 
their eager acceptance of it. Matthew means more than 
merely to give a date, when he says that Jesus was born in 
the days of Herod the king. He wishes us to feel the con- 
trast between the lustful, cruel old _Idumean, who was draw- 
ing near his death-bed, and the child on Mary's lap. The 
former was an usurper, the latter the true monarch. The 
former was soon to decrease and fade away, the latter was to 
grow and reign foreyer, The former was hated and feared, 
and propped a “throne of iniquity” by savage bloodshed ; 
the latter bas strangers from the mysterious East pointed by 
a star to his cradle, and eager to pour their gifts at his feet, 

The fact of a divine announcement of Messiah’s birth 
being made to Gentiles, the manner of it, and their glad 


“wise men” in the ordinary sjgnification of that phrase, by 
in a special sense. The word implies that they belonged i, 
a class, probably a priestly order, who pursued astronomical 
and astrological studies as a means of prediction of future 
events, They represent heathendom, and that in aspects 
which would naturally have been antagonistic to the claims 
of a Jewish Messiah. But yet, to these far-off heathen sages 
devotees of a mistaken pursuit, and probably deeply immersed 
in a mistaken creed, God spoke; and the fact that Gentiles 
received the first communication of the birth of the King of 
Israel after that to the shepherds, and were the first to knee] | 
in homage at his feet, is set in the front of the Gospel which 
is most intensely Jewish, for a witness that we shall not un- 
derstand the kingdom or the King, unless we conceive of jt 
as world-wide. 

The manner of the communication is to be noted. Many 
attempts have been made to explain the “star” as an astro. 
nomical phenomenon of the natural order, but they have not 
been successful. What kind of natural appearance could 
that be which showed itself for a brief space to these gazers 
in their distant home, then disappeared while they journeyed, 
and surprised them again by shining in such a fashion as to 
move before them, and station itself over one particular lowly 
house in Bethlehem? Surely nothing but a supernatural 
appearance, and one probably confined to themselves, answers 
the requirements of the story. 

Further, how came the Magi to interpret the “star,” as 
meaning that aking of the Jews was born or to be born? 
Surely that interpretation must have been the result of s 
direct divine communication. God, then, led these men to 
Jesus by means of their science. They stand on the thresh 
old of Christianity as prophetic witnesses that Christ is 
“the desire of all nations,” and that the ends of the earth 
shall one day send their peoples flocking to his throne. They 
teach us that in even the errors of Gentile science and re 
ligions, there are points of contact for the gospel to lay hold 
on. They attest the existence in hearts far away from the 
illumination of revelation, of questions and yearnings which 
only Jesus answers and satisfies. They assure us that where 
eyer there are souls groping after God, a hand comes through 
the darkness to grasp their feeling hands, and to lead to Him, 

2. The glad reception of the message by.these heathen 
philosophers is most significant. It is all the more so when 
contrasted with the perturbation of Herod and “all Jew 
salem.” The Magi seem to have gone to Jerusalem, not ly 
divine instruction, but as judging that the metropolis of th 
Jews was the*place to find their King. How eagerly thy 
would enter the city! How confident of answer would 
their question, ““‘ Where is he, the new-born King?” And 
what a cold douche it must have been when they found none 
that knew anything about him, or that seemed to wish him! 
There is no more tragic picture in Scripture than that of 
these eager Gentile seekers for Israel’s King vainly asking 
his own subjects where he was, and met only with stolid ix 
difference or mockery. ' 

Herod was naturally troubled ; for he knew that his throne 
was insecure. It was set on the safety-valve of an engine, 
and at any moment might be blown to atoms, But why 
should Jerusalem be troubled? Probably because the people 
of the capital were most deeply interested in the continuance 
of tranquility, and least given to cherishing the wild Mer 
sianic hopes which stirred in Galilee. They had had enough 
of insurrections and slaughters, and wanted a quiet life. 
They feared a new outburst ; for they could best measure the 
hopelessness of revolt, and the added miseries of another 
failure. So they would fain damp down an incipient rising, 
and wished to hear nothing about a king of the Jews. 

The Magi on the one hand, and Herod and the people of 

Jerusalem on the other, teach us how familiarity with God's 
truth may breed neglect of it; how much more vivid are 
the impressions made by it when it comes with the power of 
novelty, than when it has long ‘been heard, and carelessly 
allowed to slide over the surface of thesoul. The eager zeal 
of many a mission convert puts the feeble religion of Amer 
ican und English Christians to shame. 
- 3. The Magi were shrewd enough not to go to Herod 
with their question. But the ‘presence in the city of the 
strangers and their threatening inquiries would soon find 
their way to his ears, Usurping tyrants have many spie 
The summoning of the rabbinical authorities is the ne 
step. The Magi were instruments in God’s hands to call the 
gathered wisdom of Israel to note that the Messiah was bor. 
The assembled theological guides of the nation declare tha! 
they know from prophecy the place of his birth. Later 
Judaism, when pressed by Christian controversialists, shu! 
fled and wriggled in the interpretation of Micah’s wo" 
But the answer of the priests and scribes to Herod is clest, 
and witnesses what Judaism said about the prophecy, wheo 
it had no temptation to explain it away. 

But, alas! it is one thing to know the truth, and quite *™ 
other to let it influence life. We do not read that #7 
these orthodox theologians went away from the couneil #7” 
ing, like the shepherds, “ Let us now go even to Bethlebeo, 
and see this thing.” Like many of us, they put acoursl® 








reception of it, are all noteworthy. The Magi were not merely 


knowledge of Scripture truth in the place of obedience 4 
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and were a great deal less likely to séek for the Messiah, just 


because they so entirely believed with their heads that he 
was to be born in Bethlehem, than the Magi were to whom 
all was new and wonderful. 

4. Herod’s only thought was how to get rid of a rival. He 
was near the end of his life; for Christ was born, according 
to the best authorities, in the last year of his reign. But he 
too was summoned to bow to the true King, and had a door 
opened which, humbly entered, would have brought him to 
the Light. How little he knew what he was putting from 
him, when the tidings of the birth of the King but prompted 
him to plot hismurder! The unused possibilities of every life 
are its saddest tragedies. 

Of course Herod was desirous to ascertain the time of the 
appearance of the star in order to have all the facts that 
would help his plans; and his crafty instructions to the 
Magi, accompanied with his lying promise to go and worship, 
which accords well with his known character, were simply in 
order to secure full information before he struck the blow 
which would get rid of & possible rival. 

5, The former parts of the lesson have shown us the King 
witnessed by heaven, sought by obedient men, neglected and 
plotted against, and now we see the finding of the King. The 
Magi left Jerusalem, no doubt somewhat perplexed and flat- 
tened by the strange contrast between the glad subjects of 
the King whom they had reckoned on finding and the in- 
difference which they had really met. They would have 
many questions and thoughts as they journeyed to Bethle- 
hem, and would wonder how they were to find the Child. 

There was evidently a bound of wonder and joy when the 
star appeared. Clearly no ordinary star high in the heavens 
could either be said to move before them, or to designate a 
particular honse. The language of the narrative is incompat- 
ible with the idea of a natural phenomenon, It is also a.l 
but incompatible with the idea that the star had guided them 
from their home. Rather, its office at first had been to an- 
nounce the birth, and then it had ceased to shine until now, 
once more, when they were near Bethlehem. God economizes 
in his use of the supernatural. 

The Magi could find their way to Jerusalem by ordinary 
means, and could learn where Christ was to be born from 
jearned doctors, and could ascertain the road to Bethlehem 
from anybody on the streets; but they could not learn the 
position of the house, for nobody in Bethlehem, any more 
than in Jerusalem, knew that this child was the Messiah. 
fo the star gleams again before them. God never leaves his 

work of guidance half done, If we faithfully follow his in- 
timations, and use common sense and ordinary means where 
these are appropriate, ‘he will somehow instruct us in the 
way that we should go, and will never let pilgrims, who 
have been drawn from earth to seek his face, be lost in bogs 
or wildernesses, When Abraham sets out from Haran to go 
to the land of Canaan, it is certain that to the land of Ca- 
naan he will come. 

But what a shock of surprise met the seekers when they 
found the King! A child on a poor woman’s knee, with no 
courtiers and no subjects, was a strange fulfilment of the 
heaven-given message, and must have been a terrible damper 
of expectations. The Magi may have specially needed the 
lesson which we all need, that the divinest manifestation of 
power is in the weakness of flesh. 

6. The loyalty of the Magi was proof against that difficulty. 
They were not repelled by the poverty of the house, nor did 
they shrink from homage because they found no crowds 
kneeling at the King’s feet. Their gifts were the richest 
treasures of their home-land, They cast them at the feet of 
this humble village woman and her child, although he was 
80 poor that there were none to do him reverence. Their 
worship was probably only the reverence due to a monarch, 
but there mingled in it a deeper element ; for they could not 
doubt that this monarch was, in a special sense, sent from 
God, and they must have had some dim inkling of the nature 
as well as of the extent of his kingdom. 

But whatever their conceptions of him, their loyalty is a pat- 
tern for us, They were not repelled by his unlikeness to what 
seuse and reason expected. They saw and believed. They 
believed him to be King, and their wills and spirits bowed in 
submission, They yielded their allegiance, and they brought 
their gifts. Their loyalty expressed itself in surrender of 
their most precious possessions. Well for us if we are as 
little hindered as they were by the lowliness of the Christ, 
and his contrariety to human conceptions; and if our sub- 
rang is as thorough, and our offerings as joyful, as were 
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TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 


THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN. 
tie intense desire of nations for a Christ to come led faith 
close observation and thus to obedience. Stars might have 
*ppeared by the dozen and not been seen, or, if seen, not fol- 


-many folds, There are stars in every man’s east to lead him 


journey for months over the deserts to seek and worship a 
babe. God does not write his messages in lightning on the 
sky, but with love on the heart. Many see, but do not per- 
ceive, Out of earth’s millions, three came. What long and 
earnest seeking they made, The still, small voice must be 
listened for and obeyed. Even the great and long prophesied 
incarnation was in a babe, not a giant or flaming archangel. 

These wise men had a definite purpose and object. Pro- 
phecy was not confined to the land of Judea; it filled the 
earth. Men heard, believed, and acted. Christ has sheep of 


to seek, find, and worship Jesus, God puts them there, and 
moves them to guide those who follow (v. 9). 

While the world was athrob with God, and some sought 
him to worship, others sought him to murder. Human 
nature has poles a whole world apart. To which pole are we 
going? What are the steps? 

Between these extremes of character were the chief priests 
and the scribes who knew the Scripture prophecy, saw the 
seeking wise men, but never moved a step to seek the King 
for themselves (v. 5). Even Sunday-school pupils, taught in 
the Scriptures, may fail to seek and find him of whom they 
were written, Or they may see the divine indication, re- 
joice “ with exceeding great joy” (v. 10), follow it, find the 
Lord, worship him so gladly that they offer everything of 
good for his service, and depart God-guided for the rest of 
life (v. 12). 

University Park, Oolo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When Jesus was born, . .. wisemen...came,... saying, Where 
is he? ... we... are come to worship him (vs. 1,2). Wisdom 
is shown in a readiness to welcome good wherever it shows 
itself. We say in commendation of a man who is wiser than 
the average of his fellows, “ He knows a good thing when he 
sees it.” Many a man objects to a moral reform because it is 
likely to injure his business, and he is not ready to welcome 
it as “ good,” even though he has reason to know that it is 
so. When Jesus was born into the world as the Messiah, 
with all the prophecies foretelling his good work, he was wel- 
comed by those who were wise enough to see that such a 
mission as his would be a blessing to the world, and they were 
ready to bow before him in loving reverence. 

+ Herod the king .. . was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him 
(v. 3). It is not often that a man is wise enough to perceive 





be light with signs of him, If they would find Jesus in their 
personal experience, Jesus shall be disclosed to them as they 
move forward with longings for him. But the longing for 
Jesus is essential to success in the search for him. He who 
feels no need of a Saviour, and has no desire for Divine 
guidance, will fail of seeing signs of him in stars, in books, 
or in everyday life. 

They offered unto him gifis (v.11). Love for Jesus prompts 
to the giving of gifts to Jesus, It is not that Jesus desires 
gifts as gifts, but it is that Jesus cannot save those who do 
not give themselves to him to be saved; and that one who 
gives himself delights in giving of what he has, as well as of 
what he is, No one has really found Jesus unless his hand 
is open towards Jesus with the proffer of his best possessions, 
A man may well doubt if he has been led aright, or has been 
on the right track, if he does not give gladly and freely to 
Jesus, when he deems himself in his presence and service. 
Giving is the instinctive expression and proof of loving trust 
in Jesus. You know very well that your real love for Jesus 
is shown in the joy and the freeness of your giving of what 
you can give to him. 

Being warned of God in a dream (v.12). Men who would 
do as well as they know how, have many helps to well-doing. 
You and I have the Bible, and the church, and Christian 
companions, and many another aid; but we dare not say that 
we always do as well as we know how. But those who lack 
these helps, and yet want to do well, shall have promptings 
from God, even if he has to speak to them by signs in the 
heavens, or by dreams when men sleep. The question is, not 
whether you think you are doing as well as you know how, 
but whether God knows that you are doing as well as he has 
shown you how to do. 

Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F, SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


VISIT OF THE WISE MEN, OR MEN WISE AND OTHERWISE. 


The story of the visit of the wise men to the infant Saviour 
is one full of interest and instruction. Oh, that we had had a 
reporter there with a kodak under his arm, to catch the pic- 
ture of these men on their camels going into the city of 
Jerusalem! It would have been a photograph well worth 
preserving. They had come from afar, not in search of gold 
or silver, but of that which is more precious than either of 
them,—namely, of divine wisdom. 

They naturally sought the capital of that kingdom con- 





that the world would be better off without him than with 
him, and that it would be a gain all round to have him suc- 
ceeded by one who could administer affairs as he cannot. So 
it is not to be wondered at that Herod was troubled when he 
saw that his reign was likely to come to an end, through the 
birth of a better King than himself. Nor is it strange that 
others at the capital of Judea did not like the idea of an 
entire change of administration. Are we quite sure that we 
should welcome the coming again of Jesus, with its involved 
overthrow of our favorite plans and our cherished personal 
projects? Are we more like the wise men from the East, or 
like the Jerusalem administration party ? 

Thou Bethlehem, . .. art in no wise least among the princes of 
Judah (v.6). The relative size of a place or of a man is not 
to be decided on the first glance. A small man as the eye 
judges may be a great man in the light of history; so a small 
place may have a great position. God sees possibilities in 
men and in places that man could not foresee. Let no one 
think that he is, by his birth or his surroundings, shut out 
from the possibility of high attainment in life. Even though 
his fellows look down on him at the start, they may come to 
look up to him in the career which God opens before him 
and he enters in faith. Greater things are in store for every 
child of God than any man of the world could think of as in 
such surroundings. 

Herod ... said, ... Bring me word, that I also may come and 
worship him (vs. 7,8). It iss great pity that Herod was not 
the last man to make a pretense of worshiping, in order the 
better to enable himself to do evil. In these modern days, 
men have sought public office for private greed, or they have 
entered the ministry for the very purpose of acquiring larger 
power to work harm to their fellows; or they have joined 
the church to give themselves a firmer standing-place as 
swindlers; or they have taken a Sunday-school class as a 
vantage-ground for crime. If every man received Herod’s 
punishment, because he claimed to be unselfishly patriotic, or 
devoted to the welfare of his fellows, or used religious phrases, 
or made insincere promises, or took a pew in church, or went 
to prayer-meetings, as a cover to impure or unholy plannings, 
what a day of vengeance there would be! 

The star . . . went before them, till it... stood over where the 
young child was (v.9). He who wants to find Jesus shall be 
helped in his search. God wants men to know his Son, and 
if their hearts long for him they shall be led to him. If they 
are studying the stars in order to find traces of a personal 
Saviour, the very stars shall be made to give them guidance. 





lowed. It takes great faith and obedience tc leave home, and 





cerning whose King they had heard, But when they came 
there, they found, to their surprise, that no one was interested 
in the theme which had occupied their thoughts for so many 
months, Herod the king had wise ‘men around him, but 
they were far too much occupied with other thoughts and 
ambitions to care for the event which had taken place in a 
stable in Bethlehem. They, however, made inquiry, and 
found that the birth of this infant had been foretold, and 
that in Bethlehem of Judea he was to be born. Acting on 
this information, the wise men hastenef to Bethlehem, and 
there found the object of their search. Presenting gifts to 
the child, in token of their recognition of him, they returned 
again to their own land, 

What a marked contrast there is between their conduct 
aad that of Herod and the chief priests and scribes. Though 
they enjoyed comparatively little light, they used what light 
they had, and so found more, In the deepest sense of the 
word, these were wise men, since they counted no effort too 
great, no time too long, and no trouble too arduous, to reach 
the object of their desires. To the natural heart there were 
many reasons why they should not start on their long jour- 
ney. Possibly friends may have told them that their search 
would be in vain, There were dangers by the way, deserts 
to be crossed, robbers to be feared, and they must give up 
time and expend money if they would reach the capital of 
Jerusalem. But all these things they counted for nought. 
They willingly paid the cost, and were rewarded in such 
measure that they returned to their land full of great joy. 

What an example these men set to us in these later 
days! Truly they tested the promise “ Ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart.” From that day to this no seeking sinner need be 
long ia finding the Saviour. If any in your class have not 
found the Lord Jesus their personal Saviour, it is only because 
they have not sought for him earnestly. Half the time and 
labor expended by these wise men would bring any sinner 
into the immediate presence of his blessed Lord. 

By way of contrast, look now upon men who were not wise. 
There were, first, the priests in Jerusalem. Had they fol- 
lowed the example of the wise men, and gone down to Beth- 
lehem and received and worshiped the infant Messiah, count- 
less blessings would have come to them and the nation in 
which they were rulers. The one overwhelming mistake 
the Jews in Christ’s day made was their refusal to accept 
him. Seme modern Jew, has said that this was “ the greatest 





If their search of books is a search for Christ, the books shall 


political blunder of the centuries.” Had they received him, » 
ali their woes of the last eighteen hundred years would never 
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have been. But their leaders were busy with earthly am- 
bitions, hopes, and fears, and were not willing to spare the 
time to go down six miles from the capital to investigate 
the claims of this child. Their condemnation was this, that 
Light was coming to the world, and they preferred dark- 
ness rather than light. Eternity alone will reveal the 
stupendous nature of the mistake they then made. They 
esteemed themselves to be the wisest in their nation, while zt 
the same time they were the most foolish. 

Unfortunately there are many in our days who are follow- 
ing their example, busy with all manner of affairs. They do 
not, indeed, reject the Saviour, but they do postpone action. 
They are all the time putting off to some uncertain to-morrow 
the privilege and duty of to-day. Jesus of Nazareth is 
“ passing by.” Yet they, unlike Bartimeus, do not call upon 
him for aid. To many such the day will come when Jesus 
of Nazareth has passed by, and they will cry “too late.” 

Notice, again, another unwise man in Jerusalem. This 
was Herod the king. Not that he took no action, He 
acted, and that most promptly, for in this infant King he 
fedred a rival in future days. It was to his interest, there- 
fore, to take prompt action, and forestall the current of events. 
So he laid his plans to take the life of the young child, even 
though in doing so he took the life of twelve or thirteen 
others in that little village. Malignant hatred was in his heart, 
and this hatred led him'to lay murderous plans. 

Herod, too, has his followers, and always has had them. 
They fancy that between the claims of Jesus and their own 
business or pleasure there is an irreconcilable antagonism. 
So they oppose him by all means in their power. Some 
deny his title to being the Son of God; others call him a 
good man, but mistaken in his claims; others still, vituperate 
him, and refuse utterly to listen to his message. 

The “ world-spirit” has not changed with the passing 
centuries. In every Sunday-school there are some who, if 
they pursue their present course, will be numbered among 
the followers of Herod before they have lived their lives out. 
Let the teacher ask the class now among which of these three 
sets of men the scholars desire to rank themselves. Will 
they be numbered among those who are earnest seekers, or 
will they take their stand among the careless and indifferent ? 
or may they possibly be found among those antagonizing the 
Son of God? 


New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE INTERMEDIATE 
TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


It will be well to begin with the recitation of the golden 
text, and then, by questioning upon each part of it, recall 
what has already been taught of Jesus’ birth and infancy. 

The Young Child—Who was the young child with Mary 
his mother? Who first told the news of his birth? Who 
heard the music and the “‘ good tidings of great joy”? Did 
the shepherds go to see the child? Where did they find 
him? Whosawthechildinthetemple? What did Simeon 
say and sing when he took him in his arms? What did he 
call him? What did Jesus himself say about the light of 
theworld? The golden text says “ They saw the young child 
with Mary his mother.” Who saw him? 

Wise Men from the East—Who were they? In some 
countries far east of Judea were men who were learned in all 
that scholars could know of the sciences then understood. 
They understood signs, and often interpreted dreams. They 
were counselors, men of wisdom, like Daniel, who became 
one of the princes of Babylon. These wise men studied the 
skies, and when they saw a new, bright star, they believed 
that it meant the birth of a king. They knew that in all the 
nations there was the expectation of a promised One to reign 
and rule, and that he was to come in Judea. All nations did 
not believe in the true God, nor in the Hebrew Scriptures; 
but the Jews, who longed and waited for the Messiah, had 
been scattered in many lands, and so the knowledge was 
spread and believed by many. The wise men made ready 
for a long journey, and started. How did they know the 
best way to go? The shining star guided their way. We 
cannot tell the number of miles, nor how long they traveled. 
Between their home in the far East and the land of Judea 
were mountains, rivers, and deserts; but they followed as the 
star guided them. 

In Jerusalem.--They came to Jerusalem, through the city 
gates, looking, wondering, asking. Read in the second verse 
of our lesson, and find the question they asked. It was re- 
peated by the people who saw and heard them. Soon it was 
known that a laden camel train had come, and strange trav- 
elers were searching for a new-born child, one who was a 
King of the Jews. Had the busy people in the great city 
heard or heeded the shepherds’ story and the glad, good 
news? Who knew of such achild? Many were glad to re- 
peat the question. Soon it reached the princes and the 
palace of the king, and. while some were pleased with the 
hope of a new king, others were troubled and fearful. 





Herod the King —He sent for the chief priests and scribes, 
and asked them where the Christ should be born. Did they 
know? How? They answered at once. It was their busi- 
ness to study and to know the Scriptures. They said, “In 
Bethlehem : ... for thus it is written by the prophet, ... Out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.” 
They knew it was so written, but did they care enough to go 
to Bethlehem and see? Herod had been a wicked, cruel 
king. He was troubled and angry that it seemed as if the 
Scripture was to be fulfilled, and another to rule in his place. 
He sent secretly for the wise men of the East to come to him. 
From the scribes he had learned the place; if he could find 
from the wise men the time of the child’s birth, he thought 
he could make his own plans, and none dare to interfere. 
The wise men came at his bidding. He asked and learned 
carefully from them what time the star appeared. He sent 
them to Bethlehem to seareh with care, and when they had 
found Him, to bring him word. Three things he bade them 
do: go to Bethlehem, search and find the child, return and 
report to him. What did he say he would do? 

Phe Star.—Again the star shone before the happy travelers 
as they left the king, soon to see the child they had come to 
worship. Need King Herod have told them to search care- 
fully if he had known that God the Father placed above 
them a search-light more wonderful than our modern won- 
ders of electricity? For the child in form of flesh was the 
Father’s beloved Son, he who was in the beginning with God, 
for whom and by whom were all things made. 

Into the House.—The star stood over the very spot, for in 
the weeks which had passed Joseph had surely some better 
resting-place than the stable, and it was in a house the wise 
men fell down and worshiped the King they sought. They 
knelt before him with praise and gratitude that he had come, 
that they had been led to see and worship the One who was 
truly Christ the Lord. Then they gave other expression of 
their devotion. They had brought precious things in the 
packs on their camels, the choicest and best gifts they could 
bring. They opened their treasures; they had offerings fit 
for a king, yet even they hardly knew, perhaps, the full 
meaning of what they so rejoiced to give. Not more precious 
than their earnest seeking, their devotion, and their faith, 
was the gold they offered to the hands too small to clasp it, 
—gold for him to whom belongs all the gold and silver of 
earth, by whose blessing alone we can ever possess any of it, 
and for whom it should ever be cheerfully and gratefully 
used. They gave frankincense, a costly offering, an odorous 
gum used as incense in worship, an emblem before the young 
child of the ceaseless offerings of prayer that shall be con- 
stantly rising to him until the earth is no more, and all prayer 
is changed to praise. Do you have a daily share, a frequent 
uplifting of the heart, in the constant incense of prayer rising 
to him who was the child of Bethlehem? The wise men 
brought myrrh, another perfume, sweet but bitter; it seemed 
to foretell of the sorrow and loneliness and pain coming to 
the earthly life of Jesus, and the sorrows and trials he per- 
mits all his children to endure, that their hearts and lives 
may be drawn nearer to him and become more like him. 

Warned in a Dream.—What three things did Herod bid 
the wise men do? One thing they did not obey, for a greater 
than Herod in a dream warned them not to return to Herod, 
and they went back to their own country another way. The 
wise men, wise indeed, were the first to seek for Jesus. Did 
any ever seek him in vain? 

Louisville, Ky. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY JULIA E. PECK. 


Material needed for this lesson : the blackboard map used 
in the two previous lessons, a small star cut from cardboard 
and covered with gilt paper, and a picture of the wise men 
traveling on their camels; choose one showing a star. 

There are a number of beautiful pictures, helpful in lessons 
on the life of Christ, to be found in John L. Stoddard’s “ Port- 
folio of Famous Cities, Scenes, and Paintings.” 

Namber 7 contains a photograph of Nazareth ; Number 5, 
one of Galilee; Number 11, one of Bethlehem ; and Number 2, 
camp of a caravan. 

For reference read Keim’s “ Jesus of Nazara” and Hans- 
reth’s “ New Testament Times.” There is a choice between 
Farrar’s and Geikie’s “ Life of Christ,” Farrar’s being more 
easily adapted to the primary class. 

Plan to build the application on the thought of the gifts 
and worship of the Magi, reserving the golden text for this 
purpose, and for a final application develop from the children 
thoughts of our gifts and our worship. ’ 

For review allow the children to describe the stable, “cut 
out of a rocky hillside,” and to place on the map Nazareth and 
Bethlehem as they tell the story. 

You would like to hear more about the mother and babe, 
and perhaps you can help by drawing some of the map 
pictures, 

While the mother and babe lived in Bethlehem, a wonder- 








[Vol. XXXVI, No, 
here (show the direction from Bethlehem on the map) say 
this star, and wondered what it could mean. 

The children will here wish to tell about stars. Alioy 
them to talk freely, and, if they chose, to sing one of their 
songs about a star, 

Some very wise men thought that this star was a sign the 
Christ had come. 

Remind the children of the prophecies, and review the 
verse Isaiah 9 : 6, learned last Sunday. 

If the “Prince of Peace,” the “ Wonderful,” had come at 
last, wouldn’t these wise men hurry away, as fast as they 
could travel, to find him? Could they travel on the cars, or 
in boats ? 

Let me show you how they made the journey. 

Show the picture of the Magi, and explain how they fol. 
lowed the star, and describe their journey through the desert, 
showing the direction on the map. 

First the wise»men would go to Jerusalem, for they 
thought the king would be sure to tell them the news. 

Here was the king’s palace on Zion. I will choose som 
one to draw a white square, which may stand for the king's 
palace. 

Some of you know about Herod. Was he a good king? 

Some people thought he had no right to be king. But 
Herod wanted the palace and soldiers and gold, and so he | 
was all ready to make trouble for any one who disturbed him, 

When the wise men reached the palace, they said to 
Herod, “ Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” 

What does “ worship” mean ? 

Do you think Herod was disturbed ? 

Quote here the eighth and ninth verses of our text, telling 
the children that this is exactly what the Bible says about 
King Herod and the wise men. 

Now, as our verse says the star “stood over where the 
young child was,” I will ask one of you to pin this gold star 
over Bethlehem on the map; and then you will like to hear 
about the gifts the wise men brought for the babe. 

After describing the gifts, and before touching on the sub- 
ject of worship, picture King Herod waiting impatiently for 
the return of the wise men. 

Explain carefully why the wise men did not go back, and 
show on the map how they could travel safely home a- 
other way. 

Our golden text says the wise men “ fell down, and wo. 
shipped him.” 

They gave him beautiful presents and prayers and praix. 
What would you like to give, if you could go to a house ani 
find Jesus there ? 

The children will probably mention material gifts, but d 
not discourage them by implying that these are not accept: 
able. Rather remind them of their verse about a cup of 
cold water, and, if it seems advisable, give a little talk about 
spiritual gifts. 

The thought of worship can be further carried out by 
singing a prayer song. 

Northampton, Mass. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


“ THERE CAME WISE MEN FROM THE East.”—The wise 
men, as the word “ Magi” is rendered in our version, 4s 
applied by the ancients to the learned professors of the sun- 
worship, or Zoroastrianism, whose studies consisted princi- 
pally in astronomy and astrology. But who these Magi were, 
or whence they came, we know not, nor even how many there 
were. The tradition which makes them three, and gives 
them their names, assigning to them royal rank, is absolutely 
without historical support, and is first given at full length by 
the Anglo-Saxon historian Bede, in the sixth century after 
Christ, though the legend was, most probably, brought by 
pilgrims from the East. We have every reason, however, 
to believe that they must have come from Chaldea, or from 
the adjacent parts of Persia, which were generally spoken of 
vaguely as the East. The question naturally presents itself 
here, how these philosophers in that distant country came to 
associate the phenomenal appearance of a star with the ris 
ing of a king.in Judea. To this it may be replied, that in 9° 
part of the world, outside the limits of their own country, 
had so many Jews been settled as in Chaldea and the par 
adjacent. A greater number of the descendants of the Baby- 
lonish captivity remained than returned under Ezrs and 
Nehemiah, and they were of the wealthiest and best educated 
class, There was nothing in the Jewish system repug?#* 
to the monotheist Persians, as we see by the treatment 
accorded to them by Cyrus. Both worshiped one God, * 
both rejected idolatry,—at least in its grosser forms We 
may reasonably infer that their wise men would be familiar 
with Hebrew literature, and with Jewish aspirations; ™ 
the sacerdotal caste of the Medes and Persians was, ** hs 
time, dispersed over many parts of the East. They ere 
penetrated into Arabia, and, at this period, the Arabian king? 
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with more or less purity, until they yielded to the rising 
power of Mohammed. Even to this day, there is hardly a 
city in either Chaldea or Persia in which there is not a large 
Jewish element. Many claim to be descendants of the origi- 
nal dispersion, in the days of Nebuchadrezzar, and affect 
superiority over the exiles of the second dispersion. This is 
specially the case at Orfa, which they identify with Ur of the 
Chaldees, the home of Terah, though without good grounds, 
where in a cave near a magnificent fountain, hard by the 
ancient church of St, Ephrem Syrus, now perverted into a 
Mohommedan mosk, is pointed out the grave of Terah, and 
whither the eastern Jews have made periodical pilgrimages 
ever since the first captivity. The ingenuity of subsequent 

has invented a pile of pious legends on the lives of the 
three kings, as they are called, the patron saints of travelers; 
and their bodies, having been discovered or invented we know 
not where, were placed in the Church of 8t. Sophia, in Con- 
stantinople. Thence they were removed to the Cathedral of 
Milan, whence Frederick Barbarossa carried them to Cologne, 
AD. 1162, where they still remain. 

“We HAVE SEEN His Star.”—Without entering into the 
question what the star was which so impressed the wise men, 
or why they connected its appearance with Judea, we may 
mention that the astronomer Kepler has shown that the 
most remarkable conjunction of planets, that of Jupiter and 
Saturn in the constellation Pisces, which occurs only once in 
eight hundred years, did occur in the months of May, Octo- 
ber, and December, two years before the birth of Christ, in 
the year 747 of the Roman era, In the following year the 
planet Mars also joined the conjunction. Kepler watched 
and studied the second subsequent occurrence of the phe- 
nomenon, in A.D. 1603-4; but he algo noticed that, when the 
three planets were together, a new, brilliant, and pecutiarly 
colored star was visible between Jupiter and Saturn. Hum- 
boldt also states that the Chinese record the appearance of an 
evanescent star, supposed to be a comet, in February, 750, 
Roman era. Though not proof, these facts are worthy of 
consideration. 

The College, Durham, England. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING, 


“Wisk MEN FroM THE East.”—The East is still a realm 
of mystery to the dwellers in Palestine. To most the land 
itself is absolutely unknown, and to have come min el mashurrik 
stone invests a man with peculiar interest in their eyes; 
fur what strange things may he not have seen among the 
modering peoples who pass like shadows across the dim 
desert? Of what occult lore may he not be possessed, learned 
from the wild children of Ishmael and Esau, who for millen- 
niums now have dwelt in the face of their brethren? It is 
confidently believed that, from the great first fathers in the 
nisty past, deep secrets of both worlds have been handed 
down and jealously guarded, from generation to generation 
ofdusky sons. And chief among the “sciences” of the desert 
is that according to which the shining orbs of night are 
made to proclaim the destinies of men. Not once nor twice 
have I been asked by these men, with evident eagerness, 
whether I could read the stars. 

“BerHLeHEM, Lanp oF JupaH.”—The Arabic name, 
Beit Lehem, “ house of food,” is, of course, simply the old 
Hebrew Beth Lehem, “ house of bread;” and in passing we 
may observe the coincidence that hence came the “ Bread of 
life.” Bethlehem owes practically everything to the fact that 
in her was born the Shepherd of Israel. This has drawn 
around her the thought, the affection, and, alas! the supersti- 
tion, too, of the whole Christian world, and has covered the 
neighboring heights with fanes in his honor. Her people 
find means of life in catering for the innumerable pilgrims 
who come hither from all parts of the world; and the sou- 
Venirs in mother-of-pearl, ivory, and wood, the manufacture 
of which affords employment for the majority of the work peo- 
ple, derive all their value from association with the place of 
the Saviour’s birth. There seems to be no reason why other- 
wise she should not have been as miserable and insignificant 
«hamlet as that other Beit Lehem in the neighborhood of 
Nazareth, from which she is here distinguished, of which the 
ubiquitous traveler seldom even hears the name, and sees 
only by accident. 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY AMOS RB, WELLS. 


FOR THE TEACHER. 

For review, the superintendent’s questions on the previous 
lewon may be used. 
1 Tue Guipive Star (vs. 1, 2).—Who was this “ Herod 
the king”? Under whom was he king? What great build- 
ing did he construct? What sort of man was he? What 
Were the occupations and rank of these Magi? Tradition 
"ys they were of what number? of what names? What 


To what was this universal hope due? (Ezek. 36: 19.) What 
noteworthy conjunction of planets occured at this time? But 
what are the reasons fur thinking that there must have been 
also some supernatural star to which this conjunction called 
attention? What two meanings may be derived from “ his 
star in the east?” What are some of the wonderful influences 
that, in modern times, lead men to Christ? 

2. Tae Trovusitep Kine (vs, 3, 4).—What was there in 
these tidings to inspire fear in Herod? in all Jerusalem? 
What sort of people are always troubled at the coming of 
Christ or the approach of his religion ?, Who were the chief 
priests? the scribes? What does the word “Christ” mean? 
(Acts 4: 27; 10: 38.) 

3. A WonpeRFuUL Propuecy (vs. 5, 6).—What prophet 
foretold Christ’s birth in Bethlehem? (Micah 5:2.) How 
long before this did he live? What is meant by “ princes of 
Judah”? In what different ways has Christ proved to be a 
“Governor”? How did he himself also apply to himself 
the title “Shepherd”? (v. 6, Rev. Ver.; John 10 : 11-16.) 
4, A TreEacHEROovs SEaRcH (vs, 7, 8).—What is usually 
the just conclusion when anything is done gecretly? Why 
did Herod wish to know precisely when the star had ap- 
peared? (Matt. 2:16.) How, in modern times, do the most 
dangerous enemies of Christ imitate Herod ? 

5. Tue Movine Srar (vs. 9, 10).— What, in this account, 
forbids the idea that the conjunction of planets was the 
“star”? What were the causes of the wise men’s rejoicing? 
Why does the believer always rejoice when he has found 
Christ ? 

6. Tue Girts (vs. 11, 12).—What change in abode must 
Mary have made by this time? What good omen was there 
in this worship of Christ by men from a distarit land? (Isa. 
11: 9.) What is myrrh? frankincense? Which of these 
gifts points to the humanity and coming death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ? Which to his sovereignty and power? 
Which to hisdivinity? Why are offerings still due to Christ? 
From whom are they due? What should they be? What 
is the effect on the Christian life when such gifts are with- 
held from our Lord? 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

1, What visitors came to see the child Christ? 2. From 
where did theycome ? 3. How were their inquiries received 
in Jerusalem? 4. Where did the chief priests and scribes 
say the Messiah was to be born? 5. What evil plan did 
Herod begin at once to carry out? 6. How had the wise 
men been led to Jerusalem? 7. How were they led on to 
Bethlehem? 8, What gifts did they present to the King they 
had found? 9. What gifts should all of us bring to Christ? 

Boston, Mass. 


QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN WRITING.! 

1. Why did the wise men go to Herod? 2. To what dis- 
cussions did their visit lead? 3. How far did they obey the 
command of Herod? 4. By what acts did they honor Jesus? 
5. To what acts should their example prompt us? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





WHERE IS HE BORN? 





OVER THE RIVER. 
NOT ON THE GREAT ROAD. 
IN THE CITY. 





IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA., 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“ Brightest and best of the sons of the morning.” 
“When marshaled on the nightly plain.” 

“ We three kings of Orient are.” 

** Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 

“ He leadeth me! O blessed thought.” 

“I will guide thee with mine eye.” 

** Joy to the world! the Lord is come.” 


1 Nore.—These questions are given also in The Scholar's Magazine. 
They occupy @ full page opposite the lesson to which they refer, and 
blank space is allowed on that page for the written answers. Send 





did they probably come from? Why? How wide- 
Wtead was ibe expectation of a Messiah among the vatious? 


for free specimen copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1081 Walnut Street, 


LESSON SUMMARY. 


Jesus came to be the Saviour of the world, as well as to be 
King of the Jews. All the world needed him. Those who 
recognized their need looked with longing for the coming of 
One who could meet that need. 

The promise of his coming was not limited to the Jews; 
nor were the messages from God to men confined to the 
utterances of Jewish prophets. God spoke to various peoples 
through various agencies, and open hearts in the East and in 
the West, near and afar, responded lovingly to his appeals 
and invitations. Through the stars and in dreams, and by 
his providences as well as by his word, God called men to his 
service and taught them of his will. 

The love of God was shown, not to the Jews alone, but to 
all nations, in the sending of his Son as the Babe of Beth- 
lehem. The recognition of that love was shown by repre- 
sentatives of the outside nations as well as by the devout 
among the Jews. Let us rejoice that, of whatever stock we 
are, according to our human descent, we can proffer our- 
selves in loving trust to Jesus, assured of a welcome by him. 
And let us look for signs of a readiness to welcome Jesus 
among those whom we call “outsiders” at home and abroad. 


ADDED POINTS. 


What God would make known, man cannot hide. 
is seen from afar, 
Hearts that long for Jesus seek for Jesus. They will not 
be satisfied except in him, 
Men cannot be indifferent to the power of Jesus. They 
will be troubled at it, or they will be glad for it. 
Christianity did not begin with the birth of Jesus. God 
disclosed its’ progress from the earliest ages, and good men 
lived and died in the hope of its realities before Abraham was, 
They who seek Christ rejoice when he is found of them, ‘ 
Open hands go with open hearts. 

God tells us when to change our course, as well as when to 
keep on it. 


Light 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_—_—_—_@—__—_ 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1894. 


POT, GR WR ise stcies chssesctecenvesses cisies sseee June 29 to July 2 
Chautauqua (Int. Executive Committee meeting, 
Int, Field Workers’ conference)....... August 16-18 


North Carolina, at Durham, ...........c00scss00eeeeeeee August 21-23 
Kentucky, at Russelville.............0sccccsseesseeee creeee August 28-30 
New Brunswick, at Fredericton......................«..October 16-18 
IID 0 TE dcsnnshse: anh desorscssnicsernpearecesienséd October 23-25 
Southern California, at Ventura.................0.s0008 November 5-7 
Michigan, at Grand Rapids..............0.cccc0seeeeeeees November 13 


Connecticut (biennial), at New London.......... 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK IN NEW MEXICO, 
BY THE REV. A. McINTYRE. 


In the territory of New Mexico we have no territorial 
Sunday-school organization, and the writer knows of no 
other county organization than that existing in Colfax 
County. Out of our seventeen counties there are sixteen 
still unorganized for effective Sunday-school work. On 
October 11, 1892, the Colfax County Sunday-school As- 
sociation was formed, and held its first convention in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Raton, on the eleventh 
aad twelfth days of October in that year, Mr. J. R. 
Givens being its first president. This, as- far as the 
writer has been able to learn, was the first county organi- 
zation in this territory. Though the town of Springer, 
forty miles south of this point, is our county-seat, Raton 
is the most populous in the county, having a popu- 
lation of about three thousand, including in that number 
about three hundred Mexicans. 

This county is now, since the creation of the new ° 
county (Union) formed about one year ago, about eighty 
miles long by about fifty miles wide, its northern bound- 
ary being part of the southern line of the state of Colo- 
rado. The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fé Railroad 
enters New Mexico in this county by the “ Raton Pass,” 
on the old overland Santa Fé trail, over the Raton 
Range, making this town—-situated, as it is, at the foot of 
the southern slope of the range—the “‘ Gate City ” of the 
territory, as it is frequently called. 

The Colfax County Sunday-schoo! Association held its 
second annual convention in this town on the thirtieth 
and thirty-first days of August, 1893, when twelve schools, 
with a total enrolment of 975, were reported. 

In this town we have five Sunday-schools. Two of 
these are in connection with the Spanish churches for 
the Mexican population—one Presbyterian and one 





| Philadelphia, Pa. 


Methodist. In both of these all the Scriptures and 
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lesson-helps are in the Spanish language, and all the 
exercises are conducted in the same tongue, as it is the 
mother-tongue of the people In the former there is an 
enrolment of about a hundred, with an average attend- 
ance of forty, and in the latter an enrolment of twenty- 
five, with an average attendance of fifteen. These Mexi- 
can people live in low huts built of adobe or of upright 
posts standing closely together and about eight feet high, 
the spaces between the posts being filled up and leveled 
out, both inside and out, with adobe mud, These huts 
ueually consist of one room, though sometimes of two, 
or, in extraordinary cases, of three, rooms. The roofs 
are flat, and are covered with earth. 

In the school they use the Spanish Scriptures, and 
tracts and illustrated papers alsoin Spanish, chief among 
these being F/ Anciano and Visitador Dominice, of Mora, 
New Mexico. The other three Sunday-schools in town 
are in connection with the Presbyterian, Methodist, and 
Baptist churches in the American portion of the town, 
where all the services are conducted in English, and the 
International system of lessons is studied. In Max- 
well City, thirty miles south, on the line of railway, 
there is a flourishing union school. In Springer, ten 
miles farther south, there is another school in connec- 
tion with the Methodist church. We have no informa- 
tion as to the existence of any schools any farther south 
in this county. In the eastern part of the county, at 
Folsom, there is a small union school, and at Clayton, 
formerly in, this county, but now the county-seat of 
Union County, there is a flourishing union school. 
Then, on’ Johnson’s Mesa, an elevated “table land” 
about eighteen hundred feet above the level of the rail- 
way line at this point, there is a very good union school, 
which meets only during the summer months, With 
this exception, every school in our county is an ever- 
green one. 

As we are only seven miles south of the Colorado line, 
there are no schools north of us south of that line. On 
the west, about three miles distant, in a coal-mining 
camp called Blossburg, there is a flourishing school, the 
largest in the county, in connection with the Methodist 
church,—the only Protestant church and school in the 
camp. Last December some of the members of the 
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor of 
the First Presbyterian Church here learned of the exist- 
ence of a small “ railway-tie” camp about six miles west 
from this town, in Red River Valley, and on Christmas 
Day, a committee of the society, learning that in the 

,»camp there were four families with twenty-three chil- 
dren, secured donations from the children of the Sunday- 
school in connection with the same church, drove out to 
the camp, presented the children with a Christmas tree 
laden with appropriate gifts, and organized a new school. 

In November last the writer, in company with his 
helper, a Mexican evangelist, visited a Mexican ranch- 
ing community in the valley of the Vermejo, about 
forty-two miles distant, where we found a number of 
families living in the small, one-roomed adobe huts that 
I have already referred to, and in the most primitive style 
of housekeeping. 

One house that I have in mind at this moment I shall 
attempt to describe. It was about twelve feet square, 
built of adobe bricks; that is, bricks made of mud and a 
little straw, about four inches thick and twelve inches 
square, and dried in the sun. The house had only one 
door, which was made of rough boards, was about four 
feet wide and about five feet high, and resembled an or- 
dinary barn door. There was no window, but an open- 
ing had been left for that purpose, which was then 
covered by a piece of canvas. There was no stove; the 
chimney, which was built of adobe, was somewhat en- 
larged at the base and made in semicircular form, thus 
leaving an open fireplace, which is the custom in the 
majority of our Mexican houses, The house was occu- 
pied by a young Mexican couple with two children, the 
youngest being about two months ald. The only furni- 
ture in the house was a bed and a cradle, and a small 
rough table about two feet square. The floor was mother 
earth. There were no chairs, and a few small, rough 
wooden boxes, about the size of soap- or biscuit-boxes, 
answered both for sideboard and seats as occasion re- 
quired. I hope to visit the same locality shortly, and 

have hopes that we may be able to organize a Sunday- 
school there, as they have a public schoolhouse about 
two miles distant, and many of these poor people, who 
have been kept so long in ignorance and poverty and 
superstition by the Church of Rome, are coming to the 
light of evangelical saving truth. We ought to give 
them the light of God’s Word, and opportunities to learn 
to read it and to study it, The Méxican people have 
been so long under an iron ueel that the “ inertia” 








with which they are afflicted is the growth of genera- 
tions, which will take time and continuous patience to 
overcome. Our mission day-schools among the people 
are breaking the ice and paving the way for great im- 
provements which will, we trust, in the course of a 
generation or two, be accomplished. 

During the last month the writer had the opportunity, 
in the company of a Mr. J. W. Seavey, recently of Port- 
land, Maine, who is visiting this territory in search of 
health, to take a trip for three days to a couple of lumber 
camps in the county, which we hope to be able to repeat 
at an early date. There are a couple of mining camps, 
two or three lumber camps, and two or three Mexican 
settlements in this county, which we liope to be able to 
visit during this coming summer. At one of these lum- 
ber camps, called “ Smith’s Mill,” in Red River Cafion 
about twenty-five miles distant, we held a preaching 
service in the ‘‘ cook-house,” with an attendance of fifty- 
two ; and at the close of the service we organized a union 
Sunday-school with an enrolment of twenty. On the 
following evening we held a service in the schoolhouse 
in Catskill, a town of about three hundred people, where 
they have a union Sunday-school and a prosperous 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union. The school- 
room was crowded to the doors by an attentive audience. 
The ladies of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
are building a church, the corner-stone of which was 
laid on Easter Sunday. The men at Smith’s Mill lumber 
camp are also building an edifice to be used as public 
school and Sunday-school, and for preaching services 
whenever they can be supplied. 

Perhaps this rambling sketch will give the readers of 
The Sunday School Times an idea of the state of the 
organized work in this territory, and some of the diffi- 
culties of our mission fields. When this county was 
organized we hoped, and we still hope, that the onward 
flow of organized effort for the advancement and Chris- 
tian education of the young by our Sunday-schools, 
having passed over “‘the Range,” may pour onward till 
every county and every district in this large territory 
may be covered with a strong and living network of 
hand-to-hand earnest workers for Christ and the youth 
of .our land,—each school binding together the indi- 
vidual workers, each county association binding together 
the individual schools, and a state or territorial organiza- 
tion binding together the different associations,—that 
the rising generation in these scattered settlements, both 
American and Mexican, both English-speaking and 
Spanish-speaking, may grow up in the knowledge of 
Him, whom to know is life eternal. 


Raton, New Mexico, 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


RECENT BOOKS OF SERMONS* 


Seven volumes are grouped for notice in this article; 
three of American authorship, and four of English. 

The Pacific Coast Pulpit presents seventeen sermons 
from as many Presbyterian preachers, fifteen of whom 
were, at the time of publication, residents of California; 
the other two being then stationed in Oregon and Wash- 
ington. The editor is the Rev. D. Hanson Irwin, who 
does not contribute a discourse to the volume. A brief 
Introduction by Dr. Mackenzie emphasizes the “‘ con- 
tented indifferentism ” of the dwellers on the Pacific 
slope as a reason for a positive and direct preaching of 
evangelical truth among that people. It is, of course, 
impossible to portray the characteristics of each sermon. 
There is in the discourses as marked individuality as in 
the portraits which accompany each of them. Special 
interest will be awakened by the address on “‘ The Chinese 
in San Francisco,” delivered by a Christian preacher of 
that race. Despite the variety in topics, a common tone 
pervades the sermons,—a distinctly evangelical tone. 
There is also a directness, an urgency in manner, doubt- 


* The Pacific Coast Pulpit. Edited by the Rev. D. Hanson Irwin, 
with an Introduction by the Rev. Robert Mackenzie, D D. 12mo, 
pp.*x, 247. New York and Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co. $2. 

From Things to God. By David H. Greer. D.D., Rector of St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Church, New York. 12mo, pp. vi, 278. New York : 
Thomas Whittaker. $1.50. 

The Boy Jesus. and Other Sermons. By William M. Taylor, D.D., 
LL.D., Pastor Emeritus of the Broadway Tabernacle, New York City. 
8vo, pp. 301. New York: A. C. Armstrong & Son. $1.75. 

Fishers of Men, Addressed to the Diocese of Canterbury in his 
Third Visitation. By Edward White [Benson), Archbishop. 12mo, 
pp. 166. New York: Macmillan & Co. $1.75. 

The Son of Man among the Sons of Men. By the Right Rev. W. 
Boyd Carpenter, D D., Lord Bishopof Ripon, etc. 12mo, pp. 305. New 
York: Thomas Whittaker. $1 50. 
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a. 
less the result of the indifferentism these preaches 
encounter. The volume may therefore be regarded y 
a fair exponent of the Presbyterian pulpit on the Pacig, 
coast, and as such deserves both attention and commen. 
dation. 

From San Francisco to New York is a long stride 
The next volume is published by the rector of St. Bay. 
tholomew’s Church in the latter city. The title From 
Things to God, while probably suggested by the firg 
discourse, is in a good measure descriptive of the entire 
series. The effort throughout is to lift the hearer from 
things outward, earthly, intellectual, abstract, forma! 
and ritual, to God. The personal Christ is everywhere 
presented as the Object of faith and love, as himself the 
Life and Light of the world. There is less theology 
than in the volume last mentioned, but Dr. Greer show 
more logical acumen than many preachers who slight | 
doctrine. Though delivered in a church full of wealthy 
men, the discourses abound in sympathy for the poor, 
and in practical appeals for philanthropic effort. One 
charm of the volume is its retention of the familiar 
style of extemporaneous utterance. The sermons were 
preached without notes, and are printed from shorthand 
reports. This makes them a better illustration of pulpit 
style than is usually presented in published discourses, 

The author shows his attitude to Christian effort iy 
these sentences: “‘ We to-day have too much faith in 
machinery. We are making an idol of it, and putting 
our trust in it instead of God” (p. 58). Albeit, he is not 
lacking in loyalty to his church. There is an elevated 
intellectual and spiritual apprehension manifest in the 
entire volume. 

Dr. William M. Taylor, now retired from pulpit labors, 
may furnish the connecting link between the Americanand 
the English preachers, since he can be claimed on both 
sides of the Atlantic. In his touching Preface he says; 
“Tn my months of silence I have had great comfort under 
my affliction in the selection and preparation for pubii- 
cation of the discourses which form this volume.” The 
book is worthy of its author’s care, and will add to his 
already high reputation. The title discourse, “‘The Boy 
Jesus,” opens with an exegetical defense of the render 
ing of the Revised Version (Luke 2: 43). All through 
there are evidences of the same minute biblical stuiy, 
Though Dr. Taylor in many cases prefers the rendering 
of theAuthorized Version, he always seeks to base bis 
discourses upon a fair interpretation of his text. Th 
sermons are twenty-three in number, and covert 
wide range of topics. Always evangelical and earnest, 
at times quaint in their homely illustrations, touching 
human nature on many sides, these discourses will de 
rive added force from the fact that they are the utter 
ances of a veteran, who has been silenced only by the 
effects of his fervid and unwearied efforts to preach the 
gospel—and nothing but the gospel—to his fellow-men. 

The first place among the English authors grouped 
in this notice, is properly accorded to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the highest dignitary of the Church of Eng- 
land. His little volume, entitled Fishers of Men, iss 
collection of six pastoral discourses to the clergy of bis 
“ province,’’—two delivered at Canterbury, and the others 
at different places, the last as far north as Birminghao. 
In the opening charge there is a distinct historical flavor 
which Canterbury alone could infuse. The questions 
discussed are many of them peculiar to the Established 
Church of England, but the discussion leads to princi- 
ples that touch the religious thought of all Christian 
countries. The views presented about church legisla 
tion may not, in their details, be very interesting to those 
living outside of England, but the discussion about 
“Christian Children” leads to problems that are very 
practical everywhere. Our American system of educt 
tion—“ public schools” in the American, not the 
English sense—stands more or less opposed to the views 
of the Archbishop, The results of the Anglican method 
have not yet proved its superiority. The higher educa 
tion and clerieal education are wisely treated. It would 
appear from the Archbishop’s statements that mials 
terial training in the United States has been more 
methodically conducted by many denominations tba 
by the Charch of England, In “ struggling views,” ‘be 
prelate touches upon the issues of the day, “ higher 
criticism,” ete. Taking a conservative position, be %#Y* 
(p. 105): “ Yet, after all, there has never been 4 heres! 
or an error which has not borne witness to somethi0g 
neglected or forgotten.” There is great unction in the 
address on “ Spiritual Power,” and a tone of ming] 





The Lord's Prayer: Sermons Preached in Westminster Abbey. 
F. W. Farrar, D.D., F.R.S.. Archdeacon of Westminster. 
279. New York: Thomas Whittaker. $1.50. 


By 
8vO, pp. 





The Wearied Christ, and Other Sermons. 
D.D. 12mo, pp. 314, 


By Alexander McLaren, 
B.A., 
| New York: Macmillan & Co. 


London: Alexander and Sbepbeard 
$1.50. 





| pathos and courage in the conchuding discourse the 
“Things which cannot be shaken.” As a help 0 # 
| understanding of the religious problems in Eng! 
| the volume is @ useful one; and as the utteravce of 
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achery Archbishop of Canterbury, it is a sign 
ded of hope and strength. 

Pacific Dr.Carpenter, Bishop of Ripon, has pub- 
nmen. ished a collection of, addresses which have 
, aunity of treatment, Each one discusses 
Stride, our Lord’s relation to some individual man 
t. Bar. whom he met on earth: Herod, Pilate, 
From Judas Iscariot, Simon Peter, Thomas, 
first Matthew, Nathanael, Nicodemus, the Sick 
entire of the Palsy, John the Baptist, Bartimzus, 
T from and the Restored Demoniac, This per- 
formal sonal, individual, historical, and realistic 
y where mode of presenting gospel truth has its 
elf the great advantages, which the Bishop has 
1eOlogy not been slow to perceive. It has en- 
"shows abled him to maintain unity amid great 
slight | yariety; to enforce principles by obvious 
vealthy facts; to press duty by example; and, 
© Poor, above all, to set forth the many-sided con- 
» One tact with men shown by him who alone 
amiliar deserved the title, “Son of Man.” The 
a yolume is dedicated “to the members of 
rthand my working-men’s (Good Friday) com- 
' pulpit mittee in Leeds,” Happy is the bishop 
a yho has a committee of lay helpers that 
ffort in ean appreciate such discourses as these. 
aith in The nice discriminations, the apt portray- 
putting sls, the spiritual earnestness of the book, 
e is not all combine to make it useful for its pur- 
levated pose, though the style is less simple and 
in the fumiliar than usual among English digni- 
taries when addressing an audience of the 

; labors, character implied in the dedication. 








canand 
mn both 
1€ says; 
t under 
> publi- 
” The 


Archdeacon Farrar, of Westminster, is 
w well known that a volume from his pen 
issure of a wide reading. He now pub- 
lishes eighteen discourses upon the Lordl’s 
Prayer, most of them delivered in West- 
ninster Abbey. At the outset, the Arch- 


to be deacon announces that religion means not 
ne Be taborate theologies, but a good heart and 
reads sgood life; and thus justifies his choice 
= ibis theme. Yet, in his very opening 

sty. dmurse, he assumes as true some of the 
cone tdupendous and perplexing theologi- 
ase bi al positions, The style is simple, and 
t © very frequently a Greek term or phrase 
a discussed with greatnicety. One of the 
— most difficult exegetical questions, that 
7 respecting the word translated “daily,” is 


warcely hinted at, though the thought of 
the Vulgate rendering underlies much of 
the discourse on that petition. So, while 
four discourses are devoted to the last 


e utter 

by the 
ach the 
w-men. 





petition, “deliver us from evil,” the 
grouped preacher declines to discuss the two in- 
shop of terpretations, ‘‘evil” and “‘evilone.” The 
of Eng: Doxology is retained, though its place in 
en, is the original text is not accepted. Two 
y of his ermons are added on the word “Amen.” 
° others Intended for edification, the discourses are 
pgham. shaped for their end. They are charac- 
. flaver terized by the same traits as earlier vol- 
pee unes of sermons by the sameauthor, The 
lished losing paragraphs, urging the devout use 
=— of Amen,” are based upon the scriptural 
rare truth of the priesthood of all Christians, 
iyo The last volume is also from a well- 
1 about known preacher, especially well-known to 
ire very the readers of The Sunday School Times, 
- fiend Dr, Alexander McLaren, The title ser- 
ok the mon, ae The Wearied Christ,” assumes 
e views that “the sixth hour” in John 4: 6, was 
method tix in the evening, about which there is 
educs- ‘ difference of opinion. But this ques- 
s would tion scarcely affects the points made in the 
nisi iscourse. The sermons are thirty-one in 
1 more tumber, there being no special connection 
is than tween them. Occasionally several texts 
va.” the “e grouped, as in the discourse entitled, 
higher “One Saying from Three Men.” Ap- 
he says parently the volume is made up of the 





ordinary pulpit utterances of Dr. Me- 






heresy 

nething " eu. That this means discourses of 
, in the ore than ordinary interest, needs no 
singled Poof, They are all for edification. In 
on the ra days of social unrest, and of unchris- 
| to an attempts to still it, a special interest 
ygiand, Mlaches to the simple, common - sense 
of the “n utterances contained in the ser- 





‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


413 - 








Despite the differences of place, of eccle- 
siastical position and connection, the 
twenty-three preachers represented in 
these seven volumes show a common pur- 
pose, 2 common trust in one Lord, a com- 
mon focility toward the Scriptures, and a 
common dependence on the Holy Spirit. 
Their preaching reveals a unity that has 
never yet found adequate expression either 
in polity, or in formulas of doctrine. 





The Hebrew Twins: A Vindication of God’s 
Ways with Jacob and Esau, By the late 
Samuel Cox, D.D. Prefatory Memoir by 
his Wife, With portrait. (12mo, pp. x1, 259. 
New York: Thomas Whittaker. $1.50.) 


This book has a twofold value. Dr. 

Cox’s labors as an expositor have endeared 

him to so wide a circle of readers, even 

among those who dissented from opinions 

which he held with tenacity, that some 

kind of memoir was a desideratum. His 
wife has kept herself within brief limits, 

but manages to give a fairly distinct por- 
trait of a very lovable man. The refe- 
rence to their married life on pages xxiii 
and xxiv is especially beautiful. The 
statement on page xxxvi that “he also 
contributed weekly an exposition of the 
International lesson to The Sunday School 
Times for two years” will be misleading 
to some readers. This was a London 
weekly which adopted the name of the 
well-known American periodical. It is 
noteworthy that Dr. Cox, like so many 
notable divines, was “a son of the Manse.” 
The lectures on Jacob and Esau were ready 
for publication at the time of their author's 
death.” It is not said that he selected the 
title for them. They have all the fine 
qualities of Dr. Cox’s exegetical work, 
his nice perception of character, his vivid 
realization of situations, and his admirable 
applications of the spiritual lessons of the 
text. One is especially struck by the lec- 
ture on “ Jacob Prepares a Rod for His 
Own Back,” on Genesis 87: 1-11. Butthe 
title of the book is hardly justified by its 
contents, as it is occupied chiefly with 
Jacob’s life and that of Joseph, Esau van- 
ishing from the scene as in the Bible nar- 
rative. In the study of the brothers in 
mutual relation, Dr. Cox does not get 
much beyond the fine passages in one of 
Arnold’s Rugby sermons, and in Stanley’s 
Jewish Church. 


The Theology of the New Testament, By Walter 
F. Adeney, M.A,, Professor of New Testa- 


ment Introduction ory: and Exegesis, 
New College, Lo London [Theological 
cator Series.] (16mo, pp. viii, 248. New 


York: Thomas Whittaker. 75 cents, ) 

Of recent years, biblical theology of the 
New Testament has not attracted so much 
controversial notice as that of the Old 
Testament. But enough interest has been 
aroused in these newer methods to make 
room for a popular treatise on The The- 
ology of the New Testament. Professor 
Adeney has made a compact volume. His 
treatment is, on the whole, conservative, 
while he adopts the correct historical mode 
of discussion. He does not unduly em- 
phasize the apparent differences between 
the New Testament authors, nor does he 
ignore the obvious “ progress of doctrine.” 
The little volume discusses first ‘The 
Teaching of Jesus Christ,” then “The 
Theology of the Apostles,” the latter in 
the following subdivisions: “The Primi- 
tive Type,” “The Pauline Type,” “The 
Theology of the Epistle to the Hebrews,” 
“The Johannine Type.” The conclusions 
are usually based upon a thorough exe- 
gesis, though exception must be taken to 
the view presented of Paul’s use of the 
word “flesh,” in its eghical sense (pp. 
171-178). The author is free from the 
¢ommon mistake of many writers of the 
present day, that of reducing the theologi- 
cal contents of the Synoptic Gospels to a 








"0 on “ The Church and Social Evils.” 
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purely ethical conception of original Chris- 
tianity. The volume can be commended 
to ministers as a “primer” on the great 
subject, a preparatory exercise for personal 
study of biblical theology of the New Tes- 
tament. 


— 


They Met in Heaven. By George H. Hep- 
worth, author of “ Siem Golf's Religie,’ ” 
ete, (12mo, pp. vi, 209, New York: E, 
Dutton & Co. 75 cents.) 


This book is something of a supplement 
to Hiram Golf’s Religion, written by the 
same author a year or more agé. The 
latter book was received with favor, and 
aroused a decided interest. The essential 
elements of Hiram Golf’s creed were the 
Fatherhood of God, the dignity and bles- 
sedness of all work, even of drudgery, and 
the magnitude of little things when viewed 
from a consecrated standpoint. In re- 
sponse to requests for further reminis- 
cences of Hiram Golf, the author has pre- 
pared the present volume. It is a history 
of the Fireside Club, composed of a few 
earnest men, who met once a week to talk 
over questions of religious faith and prac- 
tice, and to compare notes of personal 
experience. Among its members is Hiram 
Golf, Another member, Peter Van Brunt, 
is a type of men who pride themselves on 
their indifference to all matters spiritual, 
But his later gropings after spiritual light, 
and his expressions of honest doubt, born 
of mental desperation, furnish the themes 
for many of the discussions of the club. 
There is in the world a great deal of in- 
difference and coldness of heart which is 
the direct result of a spiritual reaction 
from a too severe religious training in 
early youth, To this class of unbelievers 
this book effectively appeals, with its com- 
mon-sense doctrine and its practical solu- 
tions of spiritual difficulties. 








entitled Good Literature. It presents a 
plea for the more general use of litera-_ 
ture in the schools of the country. The 
first part contains the opinions of eminent 
men who favor such use; the second part 
gives various methods of using the best 
literature, as adopted by different educa- 
tional authorities; the third part contains 
a graded list of literary masterpieces suita- 
ble for school use.¥ The pamphlet will be 
sent tree on pe aD to the I 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is more 
than 146,500 copies. Advertisers are free to 
examine the subscription list at any time, The 
advertising rate is $1.25 per line, with discounts 
of from 5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per 
cent on an advertisement running a year. An 
advertiser agreeing to take a certain wniform 
amount of space (not less than three inches) in 
each issue for a year, may have such a position 
in the paper, regularly, as he may choose, so far 
as it will not conflict with earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, nor With the Publishers’ idea 
of the general make-up of the advertising pages, 
All advertising, however, conditioned on an 
appearance upon the last page, will be charged 

an advance @ of 20 0 per cent wpon the regular rates, 
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" ¥il-tempe babies are not desirable in any 
home. Insufficient nourishment Tay feed oreee 
Guard againat fretful children ing 
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The Flight of the Swallow, By Emily Molbone 
Morgan, (12mo, illustrated, pe: 108. New 
York: A, D. F, Randolph & 


The attraction of this dainty little vol- 
ume lies not in the plot of the story, 
which, though simple in its mechanism, is | 
good, nor in itascenes and incidents, hem 
arranged with skill and with truth to nature. 
Itis found, rather, in the key-note of human | 


portrayal of two lonely and misunderstood 
lives. The background of the picture is 
well chosen in the typical New England 
village, and the types presented are fit- 
tingly framed in these surroundings. The 
mysterious coming among them of the 
“Swallow,” as the people were wont to | 
call the old violinist, and his equally mys- 
terious and sudden flight, is not a new 
conception in literature. But the reader 
will pardon its repetition here, in view of 
the skill with which the author has woven 
it into these truthful pictures of human | 
life. There is a wide significance in the 
lesson of charity which pervades this little 
story. The pathos of the tale and its 
somewhat minor strain are relieved by a 
happy ending. 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 
A plan with the twofold purpose of re- 


and of enlisting a large number cf indi- 
viduals in church work has been tried by 
the First Church of Burlington, Vermont. 
A synopsis of the organization of this sort 


The Burlington Plan of Church Work. 
The pamphlet is suggestive, and would 
prove helpful to those interested in the 
subject. Copies may be obtained by ad- 
dressing the Rev, F, F. Lewis, 136 North | 
Union Street, Burlington, Vermont. 


Houghton, Mifflin, & Company, of Bos- 
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f PUBLISHERS’ DEPARTMENT. : 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 
era, These rates include postage : 


ONE COPY, one year, 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance,,.. 5.00 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theologica! Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 forfive years, full payment 
in advance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS. 

Aor school or any set of teachers, or ot scholars, 
will be supplied with as many copies as may be de- 
sired, at the following yearly club rates : 

ror any nuimber of copies (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

For five or more copies in a package to one address, 
50 cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one person only, and no names can be written or 
printed on the separate papers. 

The papers for a club may be ordered sent 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and part 
pack 
desir 

The papers for a club should all go to one post-office. 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one post-office, and 
others in the same school get theirs from another, 
aoe papers will be sent accordingly. This applies to 

age ciubs at fifty cents per copy, to the extent 
hat large packages may be divided into smaller 
packages of five or more copies each, if desired. 

FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in aclub of either 
character. ‘The free copies for packuge clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the 


- 


portiy 
yina 
age to one address, at fifty cents each, when so 


package. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 

additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 

with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be 

the Me pene share ofthe yearly club rate. 
Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
ime as the papers may be required. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
® year, can have the address changed at any time 
without charge. Members of package-clubs do not 
bave this privilege, but can havea copy transferred 
from a package to a separate address at the rate of 
one cent per week for the unexpired time of the anb- 
scription, when it has over six months to run. When 
it has but six months or less to run, the cost to change 
is twenty-five cents to the end ofthe subscription. If 
yey od club subscriber intends to change hisor her 

ress fora few weeks only, we will mail an extra 
Copy, as long as desired, at the rate of three cents 
per week 
: Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. Aj) addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Ifaclub subscription is renew@ by some other 
fon than the one who sent the 
suc rson will oblige the 
the club he subscribes fo 
SEE DRED DORE WU crccctccocovemene cotceconeoonse seoteese 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless a special request. The pa- 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the subscription, Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 

ngh. copies of any one issue of the paper to en- 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 
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FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 

One copy, one year, 8 shillings. 

Two or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 

To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each, 

To secure the above rates for two or morecopies, the 

rs must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
Bent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
pry to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E.C,, will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
ae to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P. 0. Box 1550. 
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received the 
highest awards, Medal and 
Diploma, that were given 
to Infants’ Foods by the 
World’s Fair, dt the 
voluntary selectién and 
successful use of MEL- 
LIN’S FOOD at the 
Créche, in the Children’s 
Building at the World’s 
Fair (10,000 Babies were 
fed with it there), by the 
Matron, Miss Marjory 
Hall, “after a fair trial 
of the other Foods,” was, 
really, the highest 
award, as no other Infarts’ 
Food in the world was thus 
honored and endorsed. 
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FROM A CITY WINDOW, 


[From * Poems,” by Langdon Elwyn Mitchell.) 


I hear the feet 

Below 

In the dark street ; 

They hurry and shuffle by, 

And go, on errands bitter or sweet 
Whither I cannot know. ; 


A bird troubles the night 
From the green plane— 
And in my breast again 
Vague memories of delight 
Arise from the spirit’s night, 
And pass into it again. 


And the hurrying, restless feet 
Below, 

On errands I cannot know, 
Like a great tide ebb and flow. 





THE TENACITY OF CHILDISH 
ERRORS. 
[From The Spectator.] 


It must be within the experience of 
almost all men to lodk back in utter aston. 
ishment at the quaint, not to say idiotic, 
mistakes they made as children in misup- 
derstanding words and phrases that they 
heard in their earliest lessons. It js 
astonishing, moreover, how long these 
mistakes of intelligence hold their own, 
and refuse, so to say, to bé reconsidered,’ 
The best illustration of this is the fre 
quently false interpretations attached by 
children to the liturgies and the Scriptures 
from which they have received their most 
lasting and most useful impressions. Toour 
childish mind the words seemed to mean 
something or other which no sane man 
would ever take them to mean, and when 
once the fulse idea had firmly taken roo 
it never occurred to us to question ou 
childish interpretation until many yea 
later, when all of a sudden, perhaps, it 
dawns upon us that the compilers of or 
Liturgy did not write pure nonsense, and, 
with a secret blush or an open smilen 
put away the childish thing for good a 
all. For years a certain boy in the Ve 
of .England used to repeat the Lots 
Prayer thus: ‘Our Father we chart if 
heaven.” He had learnt to read, but hat 
ing learnt the prayer by heart bef 
learning to read, he did not happen 
study the Lord’s Prayer in print until om 
day he perceived the words “ which art 
in place of the accustomed “ we chart” 
which no doubt he imagined he had seen 
a hundred times. He gravely came home 
and informed his sister that her book, 
which he had been using, had a curious 
misprint in every case where the Lord's 
Prayer occurred. 

Many children, we fancy, are puzzled 
by “the Scripture moveth us in sundry 
places.” The word “Sunday ” for “ sun 
dry” is an easy substitution, and even if 
the meaning of “sundry” be known, the 
interpretation is not always clear. We 
know of agentleman, now in the yellow leaf 
of life, who declares that he has always un 
derstood the words to mean “ the Scripture 
moveth us wherever we may be, whether 
in London, or in the country, or at sea, 1 
sundry places, in short, to acknowledge 
and confess,” etc. More amusing than 
this is the misapprehension which a little 
girl once fell into of the words “ A Gen 
eral Confession,” the rubrical direction 
immediately following the exhortation. 
She read it “A General Confusion ;” a0 
as everybody knelt down, and there was$ 
considerable rustling of dresses and shut 
fling of feet at this time, she supposed it 
was done in the desire to obey orders. We 
are not sure that she did not do her best 
add unnecessary noise and stir in kneeling 
down in order to make up for those who 
were indifferent and careless about thelf 
duty. 

A more profound mistake may be & 
tracted from the words of the morning Co 
lect for peace: “In knowledge of whom 
standeth our eternal life.” In every = 
siderable handful of church-goers, W® . 
venture to say there is one, at least, ¥" 
has always taken these words to mean that 
“our eternal life, or our life in the future 
world as distinct from our life here, st", 
revealed before God in his omniscienct, 
“in whose knowledge—that 1s, 10 life” 
knowledge—standeth our future wa 
Of course this implies an unscriptural ae 
of what eternal life is; hes - — 
to every one to connect the collec 
with St, John’s Gospel (17: 8). Theres 












probably few, if any, Englishme® 











hell.) 


eet, 






4DISH 


ence of 
or aston- 
r idiotic, 
1 misun- 
hat they 
. «It is 
ig these 
eir own, 
nsidered,’ 
the fre- 
iched by 
criptures 
1eir most 
is. Toour 
. to mean 
ane man 
nd when 
aken root 
stion our 
ny years 
arhaps, it 
ors of our 
ense, ani, 
smile, we 
good ad 
the Ve 


happen 
; until on 
hich art,’ 
ve chart” 
had seen 
ame home 
her book, 
a curious 


he Lord's 


re puzzled 

in sundry 

' for “ sun- 

ind even if 
rnown, the 
slear. We 
yellow leaf 
always uD- 
e Scripture 
e, whether 
Tr at sea, In 
knowledge 
ising than 
ich a little 
8 “ A Gen: 
1 direction 
xhortation. 
sion ;” aD 

there was 4 
s and shut 
supposed it 
orders. We 
» her best to 
in kneeling 
r those who 
about theif 


may be ex* 
orning Col- 
ye of W om 
1 every con 
yers, we W! 

t least, who 
fo mean t 

n the future 
here, stan® 
nniscience, 
is, in 
ature life” 
riptural view 
js not givet 
llect directly 
). Theres 
ijshmeD 





2g 
























































~ Fe 
x. oe eh 


June 30, 1894.) 






Be ea oe re es 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


Pee Wee ee rere i 


, \ 





415 





can support @ friend of the writer’s in his 
misinterpretation of the simple response 
in the Litany: “ We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord.” Asa little boy he regu- 
larly understood the choir and congrega- 
tion to say: “ We beseech thee to hear 
our school law;” and it was a matter of 
some concern to him that only for their 
own school rules was supplication made, 
and not for the rules of any other parish 
school, It did not seem quite fair, ‘ 
The Psalms afford countless opportuni- 
ties for blunders of interpretation ; but at 
present we can but recall the case of one 
who was declaiming against the unintel- 
ligibility of them as a whole, and cited as 
an instance verse 14 of Psalm 68: “ When 
the Almighty scattered kings for their 
sake: then were they as white as snow in 
Salmon.” ‘Who ever heard of snow in 
salmon?” he asked, indignantly; “ sal- 
mon in snow one could understand, but 
snow inside a fish is perfectly ridiculous.” 
To come on to similar difficulties in the 
case of the Bible, Who, asa child, has 
not been puzzled by the presumptuous 
guest who took the highést room at the 
feast? The writer of these words always 
pictured to himself a lofty building with 
several suites of apartments, the best of 
which were at the top, and he supposed 
that each guest was allowed a whole room 
to himself. How the feast could have 
ssed any social charm under these 
circumstances he never knew, but that the 
word “room” should simply stand for 
“place at table” never occurred to him for 
years, There is a difficulty offen met with 
inthe Old Testament, arising out of the 
humble Eastern method by which one man 
speaks of himself to another man as “ thy 
servant.” 
Many cultivated persons, we fancy, are 
An «| by Naaman’s remark to Elisha 
ster he has been cured of the leprosy. He 
ofers the prophet gifts, which are cour- 
teously declined, and then goes on to say: 
“Shall there not then, I pray thee, . 
given to thy servant two mules’ burden of 
ath? for thy servant will henceforth 
(fer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice 
we other gods, but unto the Lord,” 
“Why,” we asked ourselves, “should Naa- 
wawant to give Elisha’s servant, Gehazi 
yeanably, such a cumbersome present as 
womles’ burden of earth, just because 
Bids would accept no valuable gift? 
dod what has such an arrangement to do 
vith Gehazi’s determination to serve the 
lord henceforth? Why, indeed, should 
Numan officiously trouble about Gehazi’s 
wligion at all? That should be Elisha’s 
concern, not his.” It was like the solution 
fa tiresome puzzle, when one day it 
diwned upon the writer—years after it 
should have dawned upon him, no doubt 
—thatif for “thy servant”? you read “‘ 1” 
or me,” the whole passage becomes plain, 
except, indeed, the use of the mule’s bur- 
den of earth to Naaman himself, This 
wa, no doubt, to build an altar with, 
taman fancied that the Lord, who pre- 
ferred the waters of Jordan to those of 


p Abana and Pharpar, would likewise prefer 


40 altar made of the soil of Israel to any 

other reared in the region of Damascus. 
Amore curious, if Jess excusable, misin- 
Verpretation from the New Testament is 
worth recording. In St. Mark 2 ; 3, we 
aretold that “‘ they comeunto him, bringing 
one sick of the palsy, which was borne of 
fur,” Not noticing the spelling of the word 
borne,” many members of a congregation, 
ve believe, regularly think of this remark 
4 containing a curious fact about the poor 
man’s history,—he was born into the world 
me of four, “No wonder,” they fancy, 
that he was cripple! born of four! But 
vhat an interesting graphic touch !—so 
like St, Mark! Probably he knew the 
mily,and the poor mother! I wonder 
Vhether she survived?” One friend as- 
mires us that he never discovered his mis- 
uke in this particular passage until he 
"ss confronted with it in the Greek during 
‘University examination. Among misin- 
“rpretations of popular hymns, the first 
Se that will occur to many is that of 
¢ Church’s One Foundation,” which 
most thoughtless or youthful singers 
ways stands as “The Church is One 
*undation,” This might suggest many 
*Steek or Latin parallel to the classic 
, but to us the foundation cannot 
“nd for the structure. Another interest- 
Mistake gave a little girl, some years 

%®, serious difficulty. 


“Teach me to live that I may dread 
Stave as little as my bed; ’— 


Were the lines that seemed to her to con- 
Bin such bad tenahi g. “Dread the 


re!” she thought, “‘ why should I pray 
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to dread the grave? I do not believe I 
ought to dread it. As to ita being as 
little as my bed, of course it will not be 
larger than my bédd; there is no reason 
why it should.” Until quite lately it 
never occurred to the middle-eged woman 
that the child’s interpretation of the lines 
was all wrong. 

It is needless to add further examples of 
the mental indolence which accepts the 
childish interpretation of a phrase or word 
which would have caused no shadow of 
difficulty if noted for the first time by the 
mature intellect The only question of 
importance to be drawn from the subject 
is, how far does the same mental indo- 
lence play a part in the acceptance or re- 
jection of religious doctrine and truth? 
We believe that the crude ideas of childish 
imagination that continue to be ranked as 
orthodox among grown-up persons are at 
least as numerous as the crude or utterly 
false interpretations that we have men- 
tioned above, The results of such indo- 
lence would obviously be twofold. On the 
one hand, narrow and unscriptural views 
would gain a hold over the mind, and in- 
fluence the character fur life before they 
could be eradicated (if ever they could be 
eradicated at all); on the other hand, men 
would break away indignantly from a 
creed or a religion based upon doctrines 
which no sane man ever accepted, under 
the impression that these doctrines, which 
owe their existence to nothing but the 
readers own infantine fancy, are the fun- 


damental tenets of the creed which they. 


are expected to accept. We fancy that 
those who look around them will see both 
these results at work amongst us to-day. 





A POET OF THE FEW. 


[Thomas Bailey Aldrich, in The Century Magazine. ] 


During the last twenty-five or thirty 
years a tall, slight figure, somewhat bent 
of late, with Dantean eyebrows overhang- 
ing eyes of a singularly penetrative sweet- 
ness when they looked at you, was a fre- 
apent figure on the streets of Boston. 


ere and there it encountered a friendly 


lance of recognition, but to the burrying 
Shrong in the city of his birth Thomas 
William Parsons was virtually a stranger. 
The passers-by, brushing against him, 
were unconscious that that shy man with 
the inward-looking eyes was a poet of rare 
gifta, who, however lacking in variousness, 
occasionally managed in his own direct 
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artesian way to pierce as deep as any of 
his great contemporaries, excepting, possi- 
bly, Emerson, There was something ab- 
stracted and evasive about the man’s very 
walk; in the midst of the erowd he was 
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world, and held that nothing was so real 
as imagination, 





not of it, He carried his solitude with 
him into the street. Indeed, he was not 
of the crowd, though allied to it by subtle 
threads of sympathy. In his poetic as 
well as in his personal quality he did not 
address himself to the general. 

Dr. Parsons had much in common with 
Landor, outside of the Englishman’s fine 
moroseness, Each possessed that delicate 
ae of touch which, to the observing, 

etrays the steel gauntlet under the velvet 
glove. Both were scholars, both loved 
Italy, and both wrote marvelously finished 
verse, which poets praised, and the public 
neglected to read, 

Dr. Parsons’ lighter lyrics have a grace 
and distinction which make it diffcult to 
explain why they failed to win wide liking. 
That his more serious work failed to do so 
is explicable. Such eustere poetry as the 
stanzas “On a Bust of Dante,” for in- 
stance, is not to the taste of the mass of 
readers; but such poetry, once created, 
becomes a part of the material world; it 
instantly takes to itself the permanency of 
mountains, prairies, and rivers; it seems 
always to have existed. The scant meas- 
ure of appreciation which his work in this 
kind met with was in some degree the 
result of Dr. Parsons’ own methods, 
Though he wrote his poems with infinite 
care and labor, he was curiously indif- 
ferent to their subsequent fate. He gave 
them, usually, to the newspapers, rarely 
sending his best to the magazines.. Now 
and then a leaflet, in strange typography, 
fluttered down into the hand of the passer- 
by, like a rich leaf blown from a maple, 
From time to time a handful of his rhyme 
was tenderly gathered into a privately 
printed volume, and offered to friends. 


The rs of these furtive little 
books do not, I have noticed, show any 
striking eagerness to part with them, 


Since the Ticknor and Fields volume in 
1854, and a rearrangement of it with ad- 
ditions, issued in London in 1872, Dr, 
Parsons published nothing of his own in 
a permanent shape. He had high ideals 
touching bis office as man of letters, but a 
very modest estimate of himself. It was 
a lesson to mediocrity to find this consum- 
mate artist and deep thinker at times 


The study of the great Florentine and 
his period was a life-long pursuit of Dr. 
Parsons, His translation of ‘The Divine 
Comedy,” so far as he carried it, for’it was 
left like “‘the unfinished window in Alad- 
din’s tower,” places him in the first rank 
of Dante’s disciples. He brought to this 
labor of love something of his master’s 
own passion, Whether or not the trans- 
lation is literal in detail, Dr, Parsons’ 
fragmentary versions have a spell beyond 
that of all other metrical versions, in be- 
ing poems in themselves. Such pleasure 
as @ translation affords is usually monopo- 
lized by the translator, Though the in- 
fluence of Dante’s manner is nowhere 
traceable in the original writings of Dr, 
Parsons, it is to be remarked that his 
noblest lyric was inspired by a portrait of 
the Tuscan poet—the lines ‘‘ On a Bust of 
Dante” already mentioned. 

Dr. Parsons went seldom into society ; 
he was a beloved guest in the few houses 
he visited. His own fireside, until it was 
darkened by irreparable loss, was a happy 
one. He wasa man of great simplicity 
and alert sympathies; a charming com- 
panion, when he was out of his cloud, 
and, even when in his cloud, a most 
courteous dreamer. That he sometimes 
dropped his reserve with me, in his en- 
thusiasm over some question of literature 
or art, is now among my cherished memo- 
ries. I frequently urged him to collect his 
scattered poems, as he alone could ade- 
quately perform the task, but I never suc- 
ceeded in getting more than a faint- 
hearted promise that he would undertake 
it. It was left for other handsto do. The 
recently published collection is not, I 
imagine, the collection that will definite] 
represent him, It contains pieces whic 
doubtless his severer taste would have 
excluded ; an important stanza is omitted 
from one of the notable poems, and the 
volume is wanting in several lyrics that 
must be classed with his choicest. How 
choice those are is something the world 
will gradually discover, Like Beddoes 
and Landor, however, be will always be 
the poet of exceptional lovers, During 
his lifetime Parsons’ verse found only a 
narrow circle of readers, but they were of 
that kind which in each age keeps the 





Desiring this man’s art, and that man’s scope. 
For the most part he dwelt in book- 
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